
Announcement – Assistant Deputy Director Fire Protection 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Chris Avina to Assistant Deputy Director of 
Fire Protection effective February 24, 2014. 

Chris has a diverse background that includes program management, aviation expertise and 
a strong operational background in incident response and incident management.   

Chris began his career with CAL FIRE in 1982, as a Firefighter I.  He worked as a Fire 
Apparatus Engineer and Fire Captain in stations throughout the Sonoma Lake Napa Unit, in 
both the Schedule A and B programs; Camps; Helitack and Air Attack.  In 2007, he 
promoted to Battalion Chief of the Sonoma Lake Napa Unit Air Battalion.  In 2012, Chris 
promoted to Deputy Chief of the Camps Program at Sacramento Headquarters.  In 
November 2013, Chris also filled the position of Acting Deputy Chief of Tactical Air 
Operations. 

Chris has been a member of Incident Management Team 4 for 11 years.  He has served on 
the CAL FIRE Aviation Working Group, and many departmental cadres, including Cadre 
Lead for RT-378 Aerial Supervision Recertification, C 378 Aerial Supervision, and C-234 
Firing Methods & Procedures.  Chris also serves as a member of the ECC Academy.  

Please join me in congratulating Chris on his new assignment. 

KEN PIMLOTT 
Director   


