
 
 

Announcement – Unit Chief, San Bernardino Unit 
 

Chief Bywater started his CAL FIRE career in 1986 as a Seasonal Firefighter (Firefighter I) in 
the Riverside Unit, part of the first paid staff at Riverside County Fire Station #13 (Home 
Gardens).  He promoted to Fire Apparatus Engineer in 1989, spending time in both 
Schedule A and Schedule B assignments in the Riverside Unit.  He promoted to Fire Captain 
in the San Bernardino Unit in 1994, then transferring back to the Riverside Unit in 1999.  
Chief Bywater promoted to Battalion Chief in 2001, and then Division Chief in 2008, within 
the Riverside Unit.  In 2011, he was promoted to Deputy Chief of Operations in the San 
Bernardino Unit. Chief Bywater has been serving as the Acting Unit Chief in the San 
Bernardino Unit since January 2012.  
 
Chief Bywater has a diverse background in municipal and wildland fire protection within the 
Department, including Camp Operations, Emergency Command Center, Truck Company 
operations, development of the Mountain Communities Pre-Fire/ Evacuation Plan, and 
administration of Local Government Cooperative Fire Protection Agreements.  Rod has 
served in the Incident Command System as Agency Administrator, Agency Representative, 
Liaison Officer, Type I Operations Chief, and Safety Officer.  
 
Chief Bywater is proud to be a third generation CDF/ CAL FIRE Firefighter 
 
Please join me in congratulating Chief Bywater on his new assignment. 
 
KEN PIMLOTT 
Director   
 


