
 
 

Appointment – Chief of Public Information 
 

As you are probably aware, there has been a major shift in the demand for public information over the 
last decade.  The media and public have a near instantaneous demand for information from the 
Department, especially given the expansion of the social media and news websites.  Additionally, the last 
decade has seen a drastic increase in the occurrence of large, damaging fires, with nearly 95% of fires in 
the State Responsibility Area caused by people and their activities.  The need for comprehensive and 
aggressive public education outreach has taken on an even greater significance.  
 
As a result, the Department is restructuring its public information and education efforts. With the addition 
of regional public information and education staff this fire season, the Communications Program is 
reorganizing to provide increased programmatic leadership. Under the oversight of the Deputy Director of 
Communications, the Program will now be divided into two distinct functions: Public Information and Public 
Education.  The position of the manager overseeing the Public Education Officer is in still being developed. 
 
I am pleased, however, to announce the appointment of Daniel Berlant to Chief of Public Information 
effective September 8, 2014. 
 
Daniel began his career as a Schedule C Defensible Space Inspector in the Department’s Nevada Yuba 
Placer Unit.  In 2006, he was hired as a Fire Prevention Specialist I in Sacramento.  In 2008, Daniel was 
promoted to Department Information Officer and was tasked with serving as CAL FIRE's main 
spokesperson.  During this time, Daniel has been instrumental in coordinating the state's public 
information, establishing and maintaining media relationships, and developing and implementing the 
Department's social media program, which has grown to one of the leading government social media 
programs in the nation.  In 2010 Daniel was recognized as "Information Officer of the Year" by the 
California State Information Officers Council for his leadership in emergency public information. 
 
Daniel's experience has been instrumental in navigating highly visible and sometimes controversial media 
issues.  His vast public information officer experience, along with his extensive experience in developing 
public education programs, will be critical as the Communications Program continues to evolve and grow. 
 
Please join me in congratulating Daniel on this new and exciting opportunity. 
 
KEN PIMLOTT 
Director   
 


