
 

1 
 

FCAT Meeting Notes 
Monday, October 19, 2015, 3:00–4:30 PM 
Action items are in bold and underline 

 
Participants: Elizabeth Berger (USFS), Nadia Tace (USFS), unknown (ARB), Amy 
Wong (ARB), Angie Avery (SNC), Bill Stewart (UCB), David Mallory (ARB), Colin 
Connor (SLC), Tara Ursell (DPR), unknown (USFWS), Iryna Bolotina (CAL FIRE), 
Chris Keithley (CAL FIRE), Kim Carr (CAL FIRE), Russ Henly (NRA), Duane Shintaku 
(CAL FIRE), Ashley Conrad-Saydah (CAL EPA), Ken Pimlott (CAL FIRE), Justin 
Johnson (CAL FIRE), Keith Gilless (BOF), Mark Rosenberg (CAL FIRE), Kevin 
Hunting (DFW), Janet Barentson (CAL FIRE), Edie Chang (ARB), JR Delarosa (ARB), 
Claire Jahns (NRA), Patrick Wright (TC), Jim Branham (SNC), Jerry Bird (USFS), Helge 
Eng (CAL FIRE), Staci Heaton (RCRC), Chris Browder (CAL FIRE) 
  
1. Opening remarks (Ken Pimlott) 

a. Discusses recent high level discussions regarding CAL FIRE’s 14-15 GGRF 
allocations and other forestry sector matters.   The present level of attention on 
forestry is very high, which highlights the work FCAT is doing.  Continued 
discussions, engagement and coordination will be required on the part of member 
agencies and other entities to achieve the highest level of forest sector 
participation possible.  While getting there presents continued challenges, the 
group’s work should elevate the forest sector’s contribution to climate adaptation 
to a very high level. 

b. CAL FIRE is still waiting on the outcome of discussions between the 
administration and the legislature regarding FY 2015-16 GGRF funding.  All 
agree that if money returns to the forest sector, funding will focus on landscape-
level projects rather than smaller-scale projects.  Such projects will focus on 
forest health, including reforestation with other activities.  CAL FIRE is currently 
engaged with the Governor’s office, Department of Finance, ARB and others over 
content.  The legislature will influence it as well. 

2. Reviewed agenda 
a. Ms. Conrad-Saydah added National Disaster Resilience Competition (NDRC).  

3. Approved June 15th meeting minutes. 
4. UCB survey and resource economic study (Bill Stewart) 

a. The survey is meant to provide committee members’ perspectives on 
implementation of the Forest Carbon Plan. Study results will enable the 
establishment of various members’ starting points and will inform the design of 
the UCB economic study to be completed in 2016-207.  

b. It indicates measuring forest-related carbon benefits is difficult, as the benefits 
extend into the future over varied time frames with various risks of loss. 
California’s program will require practice and periodic adjustments, since there is 
limited evidence from real projects.  

c. Next steps in the process include: (1) literature review; and (2) public workshop 
with a potential early December date. 

d. The study will likely take longer than anticipated, so it probably will not be 
completed in time to inform the forest carbon plan. 

e. The scarcity of relevant information necessitates generating it.  The survey memo 
is meant to generate discussion.  Dr. Stewart requests member’s input 
regarding the resource economic study at billstewart@berkeley.edu.  
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5. Forest carbon plan 
a. Inventory Subcommittee (Chris Keithley):  Initial write-up based on FIA data.  

This section needs to integrate information on carbon storage in wood products 
and biomass utilization with carbon stored in forests. In the current draft the 
information is in two different sections of the report.  The initial findings from 
FIA inventory suggests forests are still operating as a sink, however, high levels 
of tree mortality were reported on federal forest lands. The BOF 1504 annual 
report on carbon can help refine reporting methods for forest inventory data.  The 
literature review may provide additional important information.  Dr. Keithley 
requests the literature review from Dr. Stewart when available.  In addition, 
Justin Johnson prepared the environmental setting section— please send 
comments about that section to him at justin.johnson@fire.ca.gov. 

b. State and Federal Lands Issues Subcommittee (Kim Carr):  Brief discussion of 
work done on section. 

c. Co-benefits Subcommittee (Helge Eng):  Brief discussion of work done on 
section. 

d. Policy Subcommittee (Russ Henly):  Brief discussion of work done on Sections I 
and II.  Discussion centered on need to ensure the introduction clearly describes 
the FCAT’s objectives.  Also, subcommittee needs to identify areas where issues 
need to be addressed prior to public workshops.  Mr. Pimlott requests members 
send comments on Sections I and II to Dr. Henly by November 2.  Comments 
should identify difficult issues and ensure consistency with member’s 
objectives.  Provide comments in comment bubbles rather than editing text.  
The subcommittee will review the comments at their meeting at the Natural 
Resources Agency on November 12 from 9 AM to 12 PM.  The subcommittee 
will email the identified and summarized comments to the greater committee 
in time for discussion at the December 14 FCAT meeting.  Other committees 
should continue work considering that changes to Sections I and II may influence 
other sections.  The public meeting will have to wait until this work is complete. 

6. Safeguarding California (Kim Carr):  Listening sessions were held around the state 
last week.  Comments are accepted until November 30.  Official workshops will 
occur on November 26-27 in Sacramento and Los Angeles.  The final report is due in 
mid-December. 

7. Coordinating work on carbon and scoping plan (Edie Chang, Claire Jahns):  Need to 
ensure consistency of the two. 

8. Significant milestones and future public workshops (Russ Henly):  Future public 
workshop to occur possibly in January 2016. 

9. National Disaster Resilience Competition:  Program administered by HUD, which 
provides grants to communities for rebuilding following a disaster.  HCD is leading 
an effort in partnership with Tuolumne County, OPR, USFS, CAL EPA, OES, CAL 
FIRE, and the Sierra Institute to look at the feasibility of an application that targets 
the Rim Fire resilient recovery needs.  Comments are due on the proposal by October 
23.  Ms. Conrad-Saydah and Dr. Eng request comments be sent to them about 
the NDRC application effort at Ashley.Conrad-Saydah@calepa.ca.gov and 
helge.eng@fire.ca.gov.  

10. Next FCAT meeting scheduled for Monday, December 14, 2015 (Location TBA). 
11. Meeting Adjourn. 
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