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Unit PIO Roles:

Attend public hearings to handle local media and public
Report any public communication issues to Sacramento

Local media outreach and query response with project
message points

Refer all major media and national media as well as
aggressive/contentious media to Sacramento

Participate in public events - develop a list of opportunities
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California law requires CAL FIRE to identify areas
of fire hazard statewide.

Fire Hazard Severity Zones influence how
people construct buildings and protect property.

There are more than five million homes in

California’s wildland-urban interface.




Audience:

property owners
developers and builders
building officials
fire officials

land use officials

local government
insurance industry
real estate industry
agriculture industry

environmental interests



The public may believe that the new
Fire Hazard Severity Zones could affect:

Insurance
Rates
Property Construction
Values Costs
Clearance Real Estate
and Access Disclosure

Requirements Requirements




Message:

he new maps are signhcicantlg ditferent

from the Previous versions due to improved fire

science, maPPing techniques, and data.
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"

ss ge: The most significant change to

ng distances and ignite structures
to a mile from the fire area has been
corporated.

f?) is that the ability for embers to




Message: The model

used to develop the

fire hazard severity

zone maps considers
the probability of
the area burning
and potential fire

behavior in the area
based on elements

such as:

*fire history
*blowing embers
*terrain
*weather

*potential fuel over a
30- 50-year period,
and

e likelihood of
structures igniting.



Messagg:

The primary reason
for updating these
maps now is so that
accurate information
is used to implement
the new wildland-
urban interface

building standards.







Challenge: People believe
that firefighters are
always going to protect
their homes

from wildfires.
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Challenge: Many people statewide will see

more stringent building codes as less about fire

and more about money, their money.
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Challenge: Fear that insurance rates will rise
based on zone designation.

Message: Insurance companies are advanced
in evaluating fire potential. They have
complex maps that are more effective for
insurance because they evaluate risk, which
the FHSZ maps do not.
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Message: The new building coHi

stringent s andards for ignitioil—
iicki g, windows, gutters,

siding,
eave anqi wall vents to prevent
embers fro ]

igniting




Fact: Costs for
construction may

increase by an average
of $1,800 per home

in wildland-urban
interface areas.




Message: Firefighting
resources are better
used in offense to
suppress the fire than
in defense to protect
each home. The
alternative is to build
homes that can survive
without having a fire
eNngine in every

driveway.







“Living and Building in
California’s Fire Prone
Areas”

www.fire.ca.gov/wildland.php

* maps by county

* the map development
process

* building codes
* public hearings

* frequently asked
questions

* terminology

CAL FIRE Home
About CAL FIRE

Fire and Emergency

Resource
Management
State Fire Marshal

State Fire Training
Wildland Hazard &
Building Codes
Board of Forestry
ERAP

Career
Opportunities

Fire Safety
Education
En Espaitol

News Releases
Related Links
EAQs

Calendar of Events
Communiqué
Magazine

Fact Sheets
History

Photos and Videos

e T The Califarnia Building Commission adopted the Wildland-Urban
QIR0 S (S nt=rrace codes in late 2005 with an effective date of January
} 2008. These new codes include provisions for ignition resistant

~ I3

Monday, Ma

ki

Living & Building in

l{_:luick Search
| California’s Fire Prone Areas g

% Advant;ec
Search Search

Category Links

nterfa

Wildland Hazard & Building Codes

NAVIGATION: CAL FIRE Hame = Wildland Hazard & Building
Codes

Last modified on May 10, 2007

California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection. California State Fire Marshal’'s
Office

New Wildland Building Standards Tied to Fire
~ Hazard Zones Prompt Statewide Map Update

Homeowners

Fire Information
Engine Toolkit

The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) is re- | Frequently Asked

mapping fire hazard severity zones for lands that the State has Questions
fiscal responsibility for wildland fire protection (State Responsibility A :

3 : : ! : Building Materials
Area) and i3 preparing Yery High Fire Hazard Severity Listin

recommendations for local responsibility areas. This mapping is
being done under authorities defined in PRC 4201 and GC 81174,
This effort incorpaorates improved wildland fire behavior science,
tata 5ets, and understanding of structure ighition mechanisms
during conflagrations.

Requlatory Process
Fire Terminology

Media Reports
> Sign up to receive
updates on this

process

ronstrictinn standards in the wildland nrhan interfare The




UC Berkeley Center for Fire Research and Outreach
interactive fire hazard map allows users to find the fire
hazard severity zone designation of any property in the

state responsibility area

California Fire Hazard
Severity Zone Maps

[Enter An Address [ Center On Address ]
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About this Map

aaaaaaaaaa

nnnnnnnnnnnn

SSSSS

aaaaaaaaaaaa

@ Done @ Internet



Questions regarding communicating
Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps
and Building Standards Revision

to the public?

Contact June Iljana at
CAL FIRE Communications

june.ilj ana@fire.ca.gov
(916) 657-4407




