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Introduction:  I have enjoyed a long and rewarding career working as a state-agency 
archaeologist for the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). During 
the course of this work I reviewed many hundreds of land-management projects which were 
initiated, funded, or permitted by CAL FIRE and located in remote, privately-owned timber and 
range lands across the state. My role was to help complete environmental review work, required 
by a variety of legal mandates, to identify and protect significant cultural resources which might 
occur within the area of potential effect of a proposed project. Some of this work led to 
significant archaeological and historical discoveries which made important contributions to the 
record of California’s prehistoric and historic heritage. This report discusses one such discovery.  
The discovery wasn’t made by me; I’m simply the person reporting it. A remarkable discovery of 
historic artifacts was made in 1964 by Lee Howard and Michael Brooks while they were 
working on a logging operation on the Bear Harbor Ranch along the northern Mendocino County 
coast. This ranch was privately-owned land at that time. The area is now part of Sinkyone 
Wilderness State Park. 
 
I visited Mendocino County quite often during the early years of my state career (1981-1989) as 
CAL FIRE had many projects in this county. These field inspections led to the discovery, 
recording, and protection of over 50 previously-unknown archaeological and historical sites on 
privately-owned lands. During the course of these investigations I would occasionally encounter 
important information about cultural resources located outside the project I was reviewing. I 
usually tried to document this information as a public service. This report describes one such 
example of a potentially significant piece of information related to California history which was 
encountered during project investigations in the early 1980s. As I approach retirement from state 
service I am attempting to complete the various unfinished reports from my files which have 
languished for years. This report is little more than a typed version of my field notes collected in 
1983-84. I hope the distribution of this report to local researchers and research institutions will 
generate interest in this remarkable discovery and lead to additional lines of inquiry.  
 
Summary of the Find:  A cluster of three historic artifacts was discovered in 1964 at Bear 
Harbor Ranch along the coastline of northern Mendocino County. These artifacts include a 
sword, and two other items thought to be a breast-plate and a legging.  The sword closely 
resembles a Spanish Dagger which may date to the early 17th Century. If the authenticity of the 
sword and the information pertaining to its discovery are confirmed, this is a significant 
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discovery which could relate to an undocumented historical landing along the Mendocino 
County Coast. 
 
Kyle Pinson: I first heard about Kyle Pinson in 1983. I was told he was a person I should contact 
because he had collected artifacts from within Mendocino County and might be an excellent 
source for of information about the location of archaeological sites which were unknown to 
science. Kyle E. Pinson is a former (retired) CAL FIRE employee who spent several years 
working in CAL FIRE’s Mendocino Unit and knew that county well.  One of the places that 
Kyle told me about was a location within a small forest opening near the north bank of Big River 
and just east of the town of Mendocino. He described this as a place where he used to dig-up  
 

 
Figure 1. Vicinity Map showing location of Bear Harbor along the northern Mendocino County Coast 
within what is now Sinkyone Wilderness State Park. According to Lee Howard, the sword was found near 
the house depicted at Bear Landing on the property then known as Bear Harbor Ranch. 

 
artifacts.  He described the location well enough to enable me and my colleague Richard Jenkins 
to relocate the site which we did on February 6, 1984. We confirmed the presence of a historic-
period Indian encampment at this location and recorded it as CA-MEN-1946. In that site record, 
we present evidence suggesting this site could be the remnants of the Northern Pomo Village of 
Buldam described in ethnographic literature as being located in the vicinity of the mouth of Big 
River. Since then I have reviewed other site records for nearby sites which make the same claim.  
In my opinion, the site that we recorded through information provided by Kyle Pinson (MEN-
1946) is by far the best candidate for Buldam. We were able to confirm abundant evidence 
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indicating the presence of Pomo occupation during historic times including glass trade beads and 
projectile points made from bottle glass (see Foster and Jenkins 1984 Site Record for MEN-
1946). 
 
When I called to thank him for revealing this site location and informing him of our tentative 
identification of Buldam, Kyle Pinson told me about an interesting sword in his collection and 
sent me a Polaroid photograph of it. He acquired this artifact in circa 1971 from Mr. Lee Howard 
of Ukiah, CA. Kyle told me he located an exact match for this sword in a reference book in the 
Fort Bragg library which identified it as a Spanish Dagger dating from 1600 to 1650. It is steel, 
riveted, with an ornate hand-guard. Although no scale appeared in the photo, Kyle described its 
total length as 23 inches with an 18-inch blade. The last contact I had with Kyle was in 1985.  
 
 

 
Figure 2. Discovery Location Map – A portion of the Bear Harbor, CA USGS 7.5’ Quad 
Map, T24N, R19W, Section 26. The reported discovery location is in close proximity to one 
of the two houses depicted on this map at Bear Harbor Ranch. One is shown as a hollow 
square and one is solid. Lee Howard only recalls one house being there in 1964. He 
remembers the artifacts were found in a burned, hollowed-out redwood stump, about 300 
yards south of this house, a short distance up the hillside, near a spring which fed the 
house. 

 
 
He had recently transferred to the Tuolumne-Calaveras Unit, working in San Andreas as a Fire 
Prevention Officer, and was planning to retire from state service. With the assistance of Mark 
Rawitsch (who I met at the Mendocino County Museum), I was able to find out that as of 
October 2007, Kyle Pinson is still alive and living in the Willits area of Mendocino County. 
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Recently I have corresponded with Kyle’s daughter-in-law (Kim Pinson) via email. She very 
kindly took several recent digital photographs of the sword and sent them to me. The photos in 
this report came from her.  I was also able to relocate Lee Howard.  He still lives in Ukiah. I 
tracked him down and spoke with him by telephone on October 30, 2007. In that conversation 
Lee provided me with the circumstances of the discovery.  This is his story. 
 
Lee Howard:  In 1964, when Lee was about 20 years old, he was working as a logger on the 
Bear Harbor Ranch. One of the people Lee was working with on this particular day was Michael 
Brooks (who died in circa 2005). It was Michael who actually made the discovery and called Lee 
over to take a look. There, in the hollow of a burned-out redwood stump, was a cluster of historic 
artifacts including an ornate sword in remarkably pristine condition. Lee was certain there were 
two or three additional artifacts with the sword. He described them as a shield or breast-plate and 
possibly a coin or medallion about 3 inches in diameter. This discovery was made approximately 
300 yards south of the house that used to stand at Bear Harbor, a short distance up the hillside. 
He recalled there was a spring in this area that fed the house, and the discovery location was very 
near that spring. 
 
Lee thought that Michael Brooks took possession of the breast-plate and coin or medallion and 
might have given them to the owner of the Bear Harbor Ranch property (Lee thought this 
landowner’s first name was Frank, who later sold the parcel to the State). Lee kept the sword for 
about seven years and traded it to Kyle Pinson for a gun. In recalling the circumstances of the 
discovery, Lee remembered that he and Michael were “dumbfounded” by finding such a 
remarkable artifact in such good condition in such a remote location. 
 
 

 
Figure 3. Polaroid photograph of the sword (center) discovered at 
Bear Harbor Ranch in coastal Mendocino County in 1964. This 
photo is a scanned image of the Polaroid photograph sent to Dan 
Foster by Kyle Pinson on January 23, 1984. Total length of the 
sword is approximately 23 inches with an 18-inch blade. The 
other two items in the photo are not related to this discovery. 
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Conclusion/Interpretation: It is not uncommon for local collectors to tell archaeologists wild 
tales about the circumstances of discovered artifacts in their collections. I do not think that is the 
case here.  Having spoken directly to Kyle Pinson and Lee Howard I am of the opinion that the 
information pertaining to the location of this discovery is reliable. This sword was indeed found 
at Bear Harbor in 1964. 
 
During the course of a few phone calls to complete this report, I had the opportunity to re-
connect with Mark Rawitsch. When I told Mark about this Spanish Dagger from Bear Harbor, he 
told me about an account given to him by the late Edna Guerrero of Potter Valley, CA. Ms. 
Guerrero, a Pomo Tribal Elder, told Mark a story which had been passed-down through the 
generations about a company of “red-headed men” who visited the Mendocino Coast long before 
the arrival of White settlers. Mark thought she might have been referring to the survivors of the 
Brig Frolic, who shipwrecked on Mendocino Coast in 1850, but thought Edna’s story sounded 
different, possibly describing a different (earlier) landing. It is interesting to speculate that the 
discovery of a cluster of 17th-Century artifacts along the northern Mendocino Coast and Edna 
Guerrero’s story of a company of “red-headed men” who “visited the coast” could possibly be 
connected. 
 
Suggestions for Future Studies: I am sending this information to my good friend Breck 
Parkman at California State Parks. He has agreed to review this information and consider joining 
forces with CAL FIRE to pursue additional investigations. There are two things I believe should 
be done right away. 
 
1. Record the Discovery Site.  I suggest that Lee Howard be contacted and requested to 

accompany a small team of state archaeologists and other researchers to Bear Harbor Ranch 
in an attempt to document the precise location where the discovery was made. If Lee is able 
to find it, it should be formally recorded. This would be another opportunity to gather 
additional details about the discovery. 
 

2. Examination of the Sword. I suggest that Kyle Pinson be contacted with a request to loan the 
artifact to the state archaeologists so it can be examined and more precisely documented. 
Perhaps the University of California would be willing to assist in an effort to investigate the 
sword’s authenticity and provide an estimate of its age. I have the contact information for 
Lee Howard and Kyle and Kim Pinson. 

 
Some of the digital photos recently sent to me by Kim Pinson are provided below. 
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Figure 4.  
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Figure 5.  
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Figure 6.   



A Spanish Dagger Discovered at Bear Harbor Along the Northern Mendocino County Coast 
 

9 

 
Figure 7.  
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Figure 8.   

 



A Spanish Dagger Discovered at Bear Harbor Along the Northern Mendocino County Coast 
 

11 

 
Figure 9.  
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Figure 10.   
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Figure 11. Scale in inches 



A Spanish Dagger Discovered at Bear Harbor Along the Northern Mendocino County Coast 
 

14 

 
 

 
Figure 12.   
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Figure 13.  
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Figure 14.  

 
 


