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                                                                       July 18, 2008
To:
CAL FIRE Archaeological Training Course Participants



Class # 117 and #118 (Initial Five-Day Training Course)

Subject:
Pre-Reading Assignments

I want to thank you for enrolling in one of the two, initial five-day training classes in CAL FIRE’s Certified Archaeological Surveyor Training Program that have been scheduled for 2008-2009. These classes have become an important part of our program to identify and protect archaeological and historical sites during CAL FIRE projects, and we look forward to your participation. I am confident you will be pleased with the quality, relevancy, and content of these courses. We recognize the value of your time, the hardship associated with registration fees we must collect to be able to provide this training, and we truly appreciate the commitment of your time to receive it. We hope to make it well worth your trouble and are confident we will improve your ability to recognize and protect cultural resources. Students that successfully complete these courses will receive a five-year certification for the conduct of archaeological survey work associated with CAL FIRE projects and Timber Harvesting Plans reviewed by CAL FIRE.

A series of articles have been posted on CAL FIRE’s Archaeology Program Web Site for you to read before attending the classes. A pre-reading packet containing these articles used to be mailed to each student in advance, but CAL FIRE and CLFA have chosen to provide electronic versions on the internet to reduce a significant copy and mailing cost. Two of the pieces are formatted as training modules containing numerous color photographs. It may be better to study these on-line to benefit from the increased resolution of enlarged color photographs.  Most of the other articles are text-only files (or nearly so) and can be studied equally well from printed copies. 

These are the Required Pre-Readings for the Initial Five-Day Course:

· Recognizing Artifacts
· Definition of Terms and Acronyms Used in the CAL FIRE Archaeology Program
· Archaeological Review Procedures for CAL FIRE Projects
· Forest Practice Rules to Protect Archaeological Resources

· Instructions for Completing CAA Report Form
· Suggestions for Preparing Archaeological Site Records and Site Maps
· How Old is “Old”? Recognizing Sites and Artifacts
· Techniques for Discovering Prehistoric Sites
· Suggestions for Recognizing Sites and Artifacts
· Suggestions for Pre-field and Post-field Research
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All 10 of these articles are currently posted on our web site and are accessible to you right now.  These reading assignments provide critical information on some of the most important topics we will cover, such as definition of terms you will hear in the training courses, instructions for recording sites, how to recognize prehistoric artifacts, and what the rules and procedures will require you to do. By asking you to read this material in advance we can maximize the efficiency of limited classroom time. We will not have the time to review all the details they contain so you must study these in advance in order to be prepared for the instruction given in the classroom or during the archaeological field survey exercises. Please find the time to read these items before attending the training class.
Please note that most of these articles will be included in the comprehensive two-volume training manual which you will receive at the class, so you need not bring copies to the training.
Additional information about the courses may be sent to you by CLFA. Some relevant information is also currently available on the Certified Archaeological Surveyor Training page of the CAL FIRE Archaeology Program Web Site at: http://www.indiana.edu/~e472/cdf/training.shtml
The article discussing the Purpose and Authority for the Training Program is one such item worth reviewing.  Feel free to contact me by telephone at (559) 243-4119 or through email at Linda.Pollack@fire.ca.gov   if you have any questions about these reading assignments or have other questions pertaining to the upcoming classes.  I look forward to seeing you there.







Sincerely,

                                                                               Linda Pollack








Senior State Archaeologist
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