FOREST RULES

Forest Rules are designed to protect the
resources and visitors of SDSF. Please help
by adhering to these rules:

Day use recreation only (dawn to dusk).
No camping is permitted. No nighttime use
is allowed.

Firearms of any kind are not allowed.
Motorcycles or any other motorized
vehicles are not permitted.

Park smart. Don’'t impede emergency
access by blocking fire roads or gates.
Respect private property by not
trespassing onto adjacent private lands.
Smoking or fires of any kind are not
allowed in the forest due to the associated
fire risks.

Horses and mountain bikes must stay on
designated trails and roads.

Please do not litter- pack out what you
pack in.

Practice Trail Etiquette. Be courteous to
other forest users. Mountain bikers yield to
horse riders and hikers, hikers yield to
horse riders.

Keep trails in good condition by not riding
when it is raining or when soils are
saturated.

California Fish and Wildlife regulations
prohibit fishing in the East Branch of
Soquel Creek.
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Demonstration State Forests are parcels
of timberlands purchased by the State of
California and administered by the Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE).
These eight forests cover 71,000 acres in
California and are used primarily for the
demonstration of sustained-yield timber
management, education, research and
recreation.

The State Forests grow approximately 75
million board feet of timber annually and
harvest an average of 30 million board feet of
timber each year, enough to build 3,000
single-family homes. Revenue from these
harvests funds the management of the State
Forests. The forests also provide research and
demonstration opportunities, public recreation,
fish and wildlife habitat, and watershed
protection.

Soquel Demonstration State Forest
(SDSF), dedicated in 1990, is the first state
forest to be added to the system since 1949.
The Forest is located along the East Branch of
Soquel Creek and includes portions of Amaya
Creek and Fern Gulch Creek. It contains
nearly 2,700 acres of redwood, mixed
hardwoods, riparian and chaparral
ecosystems.

The State Forest is geologically active.
The San Andreas and Zayante Faults pass
through the property. The epicenter of the
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake is approximately
2 miles south of the Forest, in the Forest of
Nisene Marks State Park.

The close proximity to large metropolitan
centers provides excellent opportunities for
hands on forestry education, experimental
timber harvesting techniques, watershed
restoration, cone collection for redwood seed,
a variety of university research projects,
horseback riding, mountain biking, hiking and
demonstration of a working forest for the
public.

SDSF GOALS

e Restore and enhance the natural
resources within the Forest, including
watershed protection.

e Provide public recreational uses that are
consistent with protection of SDSF.

e Develop a forestry education program
for the public, schools and interested
organizations.

e Demonstrate  sustained-yield timber
harvesting sufficient to cover forest
operations and management costs.

e Protect old-growth redwood trees.

e Provide research opportunities in
forestry and natural resource
management.

SAFETY

SDSF covers rugged terrain and many
areas with difficult access. Emergency
response can take an extended period of
time in some areas and cell phone reception
is not consistent. Please be safety-
conscious at all times. Travel with others
whenever possible and let someone know of
your plans. There is no developed water
source in the Forest and poison oak and
ticks are common.

Bring plenty of drinking water.

Advanced terrain exists on mountain

biking trails. Ride within your limits.

Practice trail etiquette. Ride at a safe

speed.

Braille Trail, Flow Trail and Sawpit Trail

are recommended for downhill traffic

only. Watch for and expect two-way
traffic on all other trails and roads.

Check signboards for any current

closure areas.

Stay off trails during wet weather.

Report problems and hazards to SDSF

staff. Please call 911 in an emergency.

Watch for and expect forest

management traffic on forest roads.
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All visitors are responsible for knowing
State Forest regulations and fees.
Contact office for information.
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