- United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Yreka Fish and Wildlife Office
1829 South Oregon Street
Yreka, California 96097
81333-2008-TA-0041 Tel: (530) 842-5763 Fax: (530) 842-4517

February 28, 2008

Mr. Chris Browder

California Departnient of Foresiry and Fire Frotection
P.O. Box 944246

Sacramento, California 94244-2460

Subject: Transmittal of Timber Harvest Plans from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Dear Mr. Browder:

On February 1, 2008, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) officially initiated a restructured process of Timber
Harvest Plan (THP) review for the potential incidental take of the federally listed northern
spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina) (NSO). The new process returns to CAL FIRE the
responsibility for review of NSO information, and approval of protection measures submitted for
NSOs in THPs.

In a discussion on December 6, 2007, with CAL FIRE and private timber companies, the Service
expressed concerns that we might receive higher than expected numbers of technical assistance
requests prior to February 1,2008. In this discussion, the Service notified CAL FIRE that, in that
event, the Service would be unabie 1o process ail of the technical assistarice requests received.
From December 10, 2007, to February 1, 2008, the Yreka Fish and Wildlife Office received
substantially more technical assistance requests compared with the same time period in previous
years. Therefore, the Service is transmitting to CAL FIRE a portion of the technical assistance
requests we currently have in our files (enclosures). The disposition of 38 THPs affected by this
transition is outlined below, and in Tables 1, 2, and 3.

e The Service will complete technical assistance for THPs for which the Service provided
previous letter(s) of technical assistance, or for which the Service has a long history of
involvement (Table 1). The Service will complete technical assistance on the following
THPs: Black Edson, Curtis Meadows, Blue Onion, Dodge, Elmo, Knuckler, McKenzie,
Middle Ridge, Moonfork, Rebuck, Scarecrow, Snorker, and Veronica.
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e The Service is transmitting to CAL FIRE THPs with an initial request for technical
assistance, or that have had only a preliminary review by the Service (Table 2). The
Service is transmitting the following THPs to CAL FIRE: Blue Whiskey, Buckhorn,
Gaspy, Loveit, North Girard, Southfork, Talon, and Wildgoods.

e The Service is transmitting our files regarding THPs that received preliminary review or
early involvement from the Service, but for which a request for technical assistance has
not been received (Table 3). The Service is transmitting to CAL FIRE the following files:
Bird Flat NTMP, Butter, Croney, Haynes Flat, Henderson, Huey, Little Willow, Micro,
Middlewood, Minnesota Slim, Scarface, Shariden Creek, Skunk, Spring Fever,

Strawberry Shotgun, Sweet Briar, and Wilcox Peak.

Please contact Brian Woodbridge, Forest Resources Branch Supervisor, at 530-841-3101 or by
email (brian_woodbridge@fws.gov), if you have questions or comments.

Sincerely,

- Phil Detrich
~ " TField Supervisor

Attachment (Tables of Enclosures)
Enclosures

cc: Vicki Campbell, CNO, Sacramento, CA
Dave Loveless, CAL FIRE, Redding, CA
John Knight, CAL FIRE, Redding, CA
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