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WESTEE SELECIUGIGAL SURWRY

Spesial Regort #l. 6/1L/52
Preliminary Exploration of Haughton's Cave
Mountaln Home State Pork, Tulare (o,, Culifornis

ntroduction: At the roquest of Jr. Cecil listcalf of the Oaliformiz Division of
;nmiﬁ, the Colifomis-Nevada Speleclogical Survey conducted s three day prelimin-
ary exploration and investigation of fauphion's Cawe in lbuntain Hooe State Format.
The purpose of the piudy wae two=old; first to determine the cosmercial potentiali-
tles of the cxw for reference of the MMvision of Forestry in the event that the
cave were %o be opened to the pediic; and secondly to provide a description of the
naturw of the cave and its meleslozical spniCicance- much ip bislogical, gecloglcal,
stc. lhny runcra attesting to Um great extent of the cavern hava bean circulsted
in racent tices; conswquently, followlfigihe work of the Survey party in Bequods
Hational Fark ond wicinity, our proup was callsd ucpon to produce an accurste and
umxagarrated estimdta of tha civern's propertias as comparvd with thoss of other
caven; both comsereial ae wall an undeveloped, which wers alresdy [emiliar to the
Speleciosgical Survey.

The following rsport and the scoompanying vecommenditions are offered to satialy
this noed with ti= understanding that the information submitted is principally af
A peconnalisance natore, Eince Ume did not 2llow a thorough survey of the entime
CEYE .

The exploring party i3 serving under authority of the Western Spelecicgical Survey
and tha Stanford GOrottio of the N.3.3., and 1s currently wogaged in & 90 day =survey
of the caws of Cslifornis and devada, Survey mesbers are Raymend de Saussure,
George Wowat, and Arthur Langs.

*-l-l-l;l—

History: Haughton's Caowve is locally referred to ss the "Crystal Cave', or "Camp
rystal Cuve®, despite Lhe fsct that no crystals, as such, were encountered

by the presant explering party. The "ilaughton's Cave" hee besn adopted, and is

used throughtout this report in recogniticn of the eirlies known name spolisd to

the cavo. The local name "Crystal Caves" is not encouraced, bociuse of 4ts inavitatls

confunlon ¥ th ths Crystal Cave opered by Sequoi= Fstfonzl Park, and with wvarious

other uncomserciniized Crystal Cawes throughout the State of C.lifernia,

The history ol bw cave is obsure, although It is gemerilly agreed that it Baz been
knowri fer soom time. actua’ly, the cowe was reported as early as 1604, when it
agpeared on the Offiecsal of Tulare Co dated Dee. L, 180k, Hom soom bafors
that dcte the cawm wan gL scov i3 uncertain, but may be disclosed by
Future research. Subssquemtly it appeared on a sketch mp of Sequola National Fark
and environs publisbed in tho Arnnual Report of the sctd rintendant of

1 fat Firk te the Secrat oi tLhe 1 uﬂnr%m
%_ %Enfq E_ﬂ“ oppended.  Ginca EE:.I.’. Tima, %‘-‘B is evidence of visitation,
confingd for the most part te the upper levels. It is belleved that only & small
proportion of visitors have ewver succeeded in making their way to the Mountain Boom,

asl.L,
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lotstion and Ixterior m%’u:m The cive is situsted in section U (to b
_ ' " State Foresmt ot fn elewstion of approximotaly
G500 fest, =nd on the watlershed of tha Rerth Fork of the lilddle Fork of the Tyls

Mver. Snow cowers Lhe region of Hsughton's cawe in winter, but the ama ls pesdily

scceseible in laté doring and Sumer, comparing favordbly with gther commercisl uvave
loeatione.

Surrounding the cawe entrance ranpges the wxtonsiwe of Sequols glpanime for which the
fres 19 roncoemed, and an intoreingled Trinsition dope growth of white fir,; popdarosa
mnd gupar plme may 2180 be foumd, esalw outrrops of Slerrs sartle or setamesphnsec
lime sione, repartediy Triassic in age, mear up imedintely aleongside the drmw in
which the csve pouth appesrs. Theme marbie beds are parl of 4 long chain of poof
E.ndﬂm. mta~gedizintn which cocn be traced through the Transition dorte of the

stzrn slope of sk Sierrs Novads past Scquoda and Rings Canyon Wakion:l Purks,
ané a3 fzr north as Montington Like in Freano County. Thoy house mak mgnificont
caverns is Oryat=l Cavy, Losi Saldiap's Caws, atd Lhe new vandiliged Cloagh Cive
in Seteais Untiomsl Park. Owin: to the oxooptichal pranmulurity of tha markis of
these doposits, vory few foszile hive boun recognieed in thom,

Aalalas

e Tl e

July TEAT enteanen to the oow was locoted, aod pquipment Ind porsonnel
ware Pemowd Lo this pednt Lhrough tho courtemy of ths Uivieon af Feremry. At
thils time 3 e=ald stream was fouwnd to be flowing directly imte tra wotrsnce. The
first 1cad of eguipment wag movod through tle entrence waterfall und down & m7ries of
intricaty eromlyvage fur a distange of sbout 50 feot, Hore wim encoumtared the first
drop magurine vbont 20 feot vortically., Thips was hypasaed by ute of 2 =nll brosk-
doom chimmay. & lirgs sloping streambad was found whioeh flowad into the second
dropg, atsut MW fesb in halght. Tids polnt wis partjcularly «Lffi=ult to pamm,
because of = witarfall of tespersture LE? flowsd directly in the lime of tin
Jaddsr, The lovels socove, ond below the drop wers explored, and the anly ifmsdists
practical routs wsp found to follow the stream course directly. This was followsd
to the thire drop which was Judged %0 be & major obstacle. AT ihis Yiss sxposurs
conditions ciussd by continual drunching in the stre=mwere %0 poop;, thet ithe party
was unable to physically centinue ths exploration. "
Raturming to tie surfics, aid wis obtained from the Bear Creok Camp, =ud = @lswrsicn
ditch was conatructed, siusing the water to lypass Lhe ciws éentrince. The witar
diversion Eaok an unexpectsd course, when during the consturclise, on bhe resvel
af = large stome, tho wstsr prompaly dissposared imto the hols coumed Yy toe
referviEl of the store lzaving the lewer portlon of the dreimss ditch ntiredy dry.
4 later Dasty coominetim indicvted that the water did not camige 1n The Lmmcdi st
wiper fostion of the 2w, consequntly no Turther driinsge oeasures were taken,

The laptor portion of the diy wis spunt in Tecommalsmanes ¢m tha serficd Lo Seicr=die
Lhe Tesurginos of the strean that floowd ioto the oave. Altheugh there are seweral
tonpornry sosurgeaces, the streim does mot permeently emsrgy for 3out 3 third of

a mils. TheTs is no direct possitilitity of tracing B witer from the lowsr and,
Sowersl chokéd opinings in thiz viclnity may or =y not lsad ipto toe min cawm.

Tho drafe which eosurs fros 3t least ome =f thass cpenings is defindtuly indicative
of a cave Boliind tha $wsadists blocksps, tut at the tise of inwestipition it wip
decidod that too much timc wonld be requirsd to enter,
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oratisn (Con. )

™™y Fiding the cave in 3 considerably drisr conditicn, the remain-
dor of the equipment was moved insidg. Cellecting of life spocimens was sccospli-
shad in the upper chi=bers, The flesure or third drop was psssed by climbing L
dowmenrd for 10 faet, and then establishing & 55 foot ladder. 4 smll watorfall
directly ateve the ladder aided in miking this the most difficult obstacle in the
cove. From hore, & narrow winding fissure led to a 10 foot drop, =epardted by 2
small posl from 3 20 foot drep. These constitute the fourth wnd fifth drops
respectively. Earllcr parties haws probatly combimeé the thiwrd, fourth, and Fifth
drops, shich msuld thon correspond mther closcly to the rumored 56 foot drop widch
waa originally roported to ocur group.

At this point, the stream bud is followed directly into the largest chamber, which
lacking any previcus nosenclature, we hawe termed the Mountsin foom, due to the
fast that the floor of this chambor astually constitutes an updarground mountain.
This room is extresely large and contains two indspendemt streams, the one following
the gntranco route, and the other and sanller Lributary arriving from an unknown
source, Only & brisf scamination of this room was carrisd out in the remainder of
this day.

July 9th: The gcawe was entervd for the third and last day. Brief collecting was
dons in the upper chambora, and thon operations were moved imsediatsly to the
Mountain Room. The maln stroam was followed to the lower end of this room shich
seuma to oulminate in a drop of about 30 feat. This sixth drop bapred further
explomtion along the stream, since all the rope and ladder equipment were zlretdy
in use alomg the previous routo. Returning to the upper portions of this room,
photograghy of the spolacthums (cawe formations) was undertikem. No photos of the
ontiro roon ware attoopted sincs [lash oquipmeont of this magnitude was not avail-
able, AL tha prosont timo, vonsidordble climbing is required to move about in this
chanmbar, and muah timo wis conaumad simply in traveling betwoen the vardoss purts
aof thae room, Rlologlosl collucting of high mgnificonce was sccomplished at the
uppir lovel of this room. 4 preliminary mesasurcment wuis taken along the slope of
tha floor to tha Htomtain Hoom, and it was found to bz about L20 fect in longth,
thus establighing it as the largest known undsrground chamber in Califormia,

The ooliing rises to an cotimited 75100 foet, 2nd tho width in places reichae
100 feet,

The remaindur of this day was spent in withdresing equipsent from the caws. Some
iden of the difficulty of this approsch cen be obtaincd from the fact that sven with
81l equipsent in place, ¢ntry on Lha last day requiiwd a2n hour and 3 half, and

four and 8 half hours wore reguircd to withdrsw that eguipmsnt leave ths cawe,
Conmequently on Lhe final day, & bours werw spunit merely in traweling So and from
the rogion of exploration in tha Mountain Room.

Upon lsaving Lhe caw area, the siream waa re-divarted ints the entranpe, for those
reasons which are listed later in thia report,

BN,
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llﬂ% and Descriptiont The cave mouth is formed by & largs sinkhole; whizh

aiream im such a manner that the water Finds its way directly
inmto the shroat of the caws, unless diwestsd, «hen the stream was diverted in ordey
to facilitate cperations underground, the dispossessed waters disappeared into a
sepond miok or mellat. This mew underpround course is 85 et undetermined, and the
strean ens ot d@elinitely oncountearsi) urdererournd by the exploring party. Uownbill
froo the cavern's sinkhals, ohe say trecs the dry streas course for &4 dlotunes of
about m third of & mile Lhrough denss hazel and casnothus trush before once apgain
snecuntaring the sater which fsmen froo & mavy pils af talgm, in & volune ajpravi-
mtely equal turmtwmnhﬂmi,nt-:ttqmn‘lhnma}lrmm It a8
believed that this resurgence marks the lower & real bmndary of the marble deponit.
Wother the cawe and strean werground follow = paih corresponding to that of the
surfeve stress ocharmal Ly & poini thet s ooy e confirmed by careful mapping of
the mystam. Fonitive identification of the resurgssce with that of the erallst
would roquire specific tssting methods,

One sntors Haughton's Cuwe, throush the abow—asentioned sinkhole which is aboot

L fect in diusstar, passing tensath Blocks whepe the cefling has collapssd st some
unlingwn dita, The ctreas, when Flosing in {te porsal cocrss, Alps mies 1Ly =iy
into thin aperture, caescading over the lip and rushing on down ower & floor ccapoeed
of wator wom cobtales 1o the channel which Ls adout 25 feet lower. The wiallor,
erawling pest the blocks of parbtle, resches a chimney down which he may cescend to
the #ere sequre stress chamnel below, Altermatively he may crawl & short diutance
furtisr in the horizontel plane before lowering himself down a constructed verticul
paseage, agaln leanlng to Lhe m.u\ ﬂ:l'hI.H.EIJ Froa thers, standing uprighi, b walks
s digtance of soma 30 feat to the dowry thia steeply inclined papsage.
It Ls alwo posmible to walk upﬂrmtﬂ ] poiut- directly under the sink, whers
there cormence a series of crawlways. Here, one also encounters the large frapmont
of & recwood tree trunk, which apparently slid into the winkhole upen its collapee.
feturning to the second drop, one descends by ladder a n:-n:l.mul; 3% fwet below an
averhanping leidpe, over whick the waterfall normally Thé foot of the ladder
lies directly onder this waterfall ia the center of & mil elreular ohainbor of
=oath grey marble walls,  Ths Tirst dry spot which rormlly otcurs in ths cave Lp
ateut 30 feet furiher demeiresn in an Intéraediate gallery. I'ram thin gallery Are
s munber uf subsidiary passares, some passabls, tut all lesding to precipitate drops,
slich scon end in breakdesn, Beemsuge of the lrregularity of this gallery, oo
dafinitey di=wroinns csn te given, but its shapn cormesponda roughly 10 & elircular
floor area of 25 foot diaweter with & 30 foot ewilint., The waler pursues 3 course
dovm and Beyund this chanber, where for the first tiee, 18 recopnized o rea
sysreirical stresw charnel, @issolved oot, =nd partially eroded away by the steeply
graced flow., Tue floor of ihis chanew] 18 Iittered with debrls Trom the mirface,
whils the =alls ary consrrvstively dpeorated wilh flowstone and mmall stala~tites.
atouat S0 foet bayond the inter—ediate gallery, and dosm t'wm sloping chanmel is
encountered the third or princizal wrtical drop and watarfall of Lhe caws, where
it 35 necessary 10 sacure & siedmes of 55 feet of Iadder. The outstanding feature
of thlis descent is Lie view of the stresn polished walle of crystallise martie,
altermataly bended white an® blse-groy: alse procinamt at Ahis polnt are Loe
projecting remants of undisslved minerals on whith the chenical setion of corbom-
ated water has ng solution effect. From the fooi af this drop teging the sincous
high-cailingid water chennel which eventually intercepts the Mountain ioom,

fne travelz this channel with relative sdse, excepl for two pletsy which agsin
require ladder and rope. These drops are approximstely 10 wnd 80 fest in that
arder. The entire passage e striking lecaipe of its symetry and regularity,
Several hundred feat farther, the shanmel finally opens into the wast sxpanse of
the kountain Room,
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within this chasber, the stress itealf keeps to the lower wall, follewing & complex
af tolus sntdl 4t Finally pours ovor a brizk about 30 feet hipm, beyond wiich mo
explaraticn ly our party mas accospiished,

the Mountalin llocm 13 in wolune, the largest knomn single chamber in Califormis,
approached in sagmdiude only ty the massive laln Chasber of Uoaning Lsw 1in
Calavnrss County, and the groat Ball of Stone lan Cawe in Shasta Lommty. e floor
of the room slopen cteaply at an angle warzing fres 20 to LS9 fro= the horizomtal,
and is composed of huge talua blocks fallsn from the walla snd ceiling, =s wall ap
& certaln amommt of s0il washed froo the sarface, and Geposited flowstoes, Ihis
Jeamponita floor extands aboul L20 feet, and say be slightly grester after tim sixth
drop ia pessed. The madimum heipht of tho ceiling above the [loor I3 esil=sted &t
betuean T5 and 100 feet. ﬂnmimﬂdthﬂthm:@dmthmddw
to difficulty in peaching its extremitiss, howsver it can safsly e estimted to
excend st least 100 feel 4L cne point. In general the chasber is broader toward
the snd. Mumarcus side passages are ao yet unexpiored, incloding that containing the
tributary strsas,

Thare are mimy fsatures ¢f interest in this chacher. In acdition to the vast
underground sxpanise, thers is & mapnificent mountsin of flowstone—coversd blocks

and other materisl, resiniscert of the more regulsr, but far smaller come of earth
found in Falmer Cave of Sequoia National Fark., Such a phentsena, particularly when
it tapers to an apax nesr the ceiling, a8 it does in Hamughton's Cave, =uggests

that =uch of the material hap waghad in from & surfsce mot toe far sbowe. From

this uersost poant comence several upwssd lesging pasespes, some of widich could
posslbly conduct Lo the surface direcily, Alec to be found in the uiper reaches

of thie chamber, an extansive mmbter of clean, vhite formations of mamy varieties—
stalectites, stalageites, draperies, and flowastons, in addition to mry cxcellant
n=sts of cove pearls, or solitss (ealsite-coated papples) in the floar. The besuties
= timm {aslures can not be nverpetiveted. Similsye proups of formatdons coour

algng the wallp and cefling of the chanber, culminating in the rare displays of
draperiss and ferracing 8t the lower cuimimating in the rare displays of drapariss
and terraging gt the lower end of the cavern. The gours, or rinstoms terrdoss &rd
outstanding exanpies, and aro well preserved in & recessad grotto on one sids of

the chasbar, Thase terraces sre 3smong the finest enscuntersd in Califormis Caves,
and their overflow glves rise to an oxtensive sequence of flowstone, of exceeding
whitesnsss, Cne Jormation, however, ovutranks 811 cthars in the cave, - the prideipal
curtalned stalactite of the far wall, with ity colony of interwoven and fluted
draperias, unbroksn ond wmarred in sny manner, and thoroughly white and virtually
translucont. The stalootite itselfl 15 at least 6 feet laong and near the tip is a
bogt 8 feot in 2lsmnter. 1t omn be Eald that the decorations of this chunber dompars
favorably with, and rival those of our finest surrounding caverns.

While difficuls to draw peoclogicul comclusicns on the cave befors o complate map is
avallatis, a nusber of pointe are inmedistely manifest. Prinecipal asong thess is
the recogniticn thsl the caverh 14 & compdsite of a4t least twe previously indepent
systoms; one ths Mountain Room, and secondly the stream system, ‘Tha Hountain Apom
appeara to ke 5 phenomena wery simllar to the Entrance fioom of Falmsr Csve, and Lo
the Lain Chambear af Woaning Caw, 411 of. these have been dissolved from the country
rock by quiet phresuie (b=low water takle) waters slong 3 zone of waskness, such as
i contact, besding, or fault plane. Upon disselwing to greater dimensions; frag-
mentary flskes mnd blocks of the ceiling and walls coliapeed, eith spontanecudly or
as o result of intornal etregses, thus= enlarging the chasber to a atill greatar
a#xtant.
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Geology and Description: (Con.)
Eventually 68 the weter table lowsred, and ths civern's intorior became filled with
air, percolating waters drirpivy from e ceiling ami flowing over ihe walls amd
Ploor slowly depoaited calcium carbeoaesis, or ecalcite ovap the country rock in the
forms Gnd confipurations thal prace the chasber foday. This process of deposition
iz still roing on. I=ambile, the streom obove the gave, whidh ordginaily glowed
along the #urface ond gemerated the recognizable styeam bed, found its way to the
Lountain oom, probably bthrourh o roof eslldpss that possibly oceurred below the
wotor table simltaneous to the farmation of the {jountzin Room, ang the stream,
follewing the path of ledast resistones throuch dracks and ook flsmurgs, periodicslly
encoentering dissalved-put chembers made ite way te the lountain fpom and beyond,
Milali

Ha%ing'; Since most of the available tims 4n Haoghton's Cave was apent in
explorotion end photogrephy, an actual map was not prepar=d. Instead, a stesl

taps traverse of the lUountain Aoom was imdertaken to give an indication of the size.
This traverse followed o slight curve, and cnly slope distsnoed were takeh. The
data obtained ie as follows:

Station Ry, ddch location & Comments
{Estimated) )
¥l 251 egr Top of Cawe
e 20 33 10V down slope from pl
#3 251 Lov BV beyond g2 on steep breakdown
i - - 13 berond 3. Tricothiry strénm antars at this

voint, approaching from richt =ide. The traverss
direction changes from 5o, to 358,

#3 Ll 53 86! from Station FU

54 fisl 100! L2 from Siation /5

e 200 - €21 from Stotion 55, just ahove ltwsr strass,
wl 73! from S5tatien #6. Trawerse chsnges from

it 3RE 4o, 8L,

Thig travars gives 4 tetal evrlng lide lhroush the room of 423 fesby, The Lriverse
is not intended =a AW agsurals =y of the roow, ot only == an Indication of the
gotual slze. ' '

GoJalls

Biclogy: File specimons afid evidencss collecisd tn Haughton's Cave may be divided
wte three classificletlione:

f.  Extreme Caper lewel, within ebout SOV of ihe snirance, und pricr to the
fipsh drop. This reglen b classifsod es the "Iwilight 2ene" since it
dpogs not resch = ptatley of ftotal durknesa,

B: Intarmediaste lawl, One ons ‘specimmm was collsvted ot Ghis point which
may ba d=fined 45 ihe region Between the third xAd folurth dimip.

U, Eowep level, This region may be dafined zd Uhe hountaln Hed.

dpecimena -collecteds

i seacriprion Level Iate
A=11 Salamandar {Batyachosops Hip. e A /8
A=1Z § insentse A 7/B
nﬂiﬁ Slender—bodisd Fl== M /6
A= insantn 4 /6
A=15 Tnascty 4 145
a=16 Z Besltes A /9
A=1T7 2 Cricketes A e
A-1E 2 Sneil Ghells ¥ /9
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Biology: {oont.)
. Gpectmens collacted: Cent.

3 Description lovel Lzta
A=19 Insects e TF/Q
A=20 Troprings (Hat or Rst) - /e
A=23 Chareoal d ue
=22 Larg=-bodied Fiye G /7
=23 7 3 mmd) Beulie [all lesy than SOpn) L T/

CA=2li Calvifisd Hones G 7/0

With the sxeeption af 415, all the specihnena wers coellected either at the entrinod
or inside the jlountain Hoom. Furthormore, thoss specimens sollected st level €
ware a£ll cell=cted nigh zbove the stream level, whers it would hava been impossible
under present conditivne for them to hawe been washed. &1l the specimens collectad
thers, nately A-1B and A=20 through A-2L =re 6f types which would normally be found
near vhe sntrapce. OF particular importance were toe live fiies found inside tha
Mountain Room, Althouch it might be argued that the larvee could have wabhed into
the chumber, this doss not gceount for their lack at the inmtermediste lavels. Tis
42l gpecimen pointe ¢ un entrance having been open into the chamber at soms time
in the pist.. Other srecismens collacted At lewl O sre indications of A relatively
nearby mntrsncs other than that through woich our party entgrod.

in peperal, this Halopical evidence 18 ons of the strongoat indicariona favoering 2
separnte edtrance In the lower cave reg:iﬂns.

Pl ddentificstion of the apeaimens requires that fhey be shipsed to shaclaliats
in varltns sortions of the eountry, and 1 copplete ldemiillcailon peperd will be
gvailable 2t some later date. IV 18 wvery unlikely, however, that domplete idenmtifi-
edtion would in org omy alter the above ﬂt.-li.lb.n:&rntﬁ.

Hels
#Specinmen collseted slive,
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t The photopraphs wore takon with the idon of showing forsations and
ca of the cawm. The Uountain focom, however, waa far too large 10 hawe
& rupresentstive distant view, unless far pore lighting equipment wers sval lable,
Thersfore the photogrighs show localised formations and sectionn of the room bolioved
to characterisk the roos best. EKodachross 828 Flls was used for ¢olor, mking 26
tw L0 m= slides. For black snd white pictores Kodak plus I 116 film was used.

Color as woll as black md white weretaken From approximatsly o 12 fool mstence
toward a largn stalactite and dragery on the Tight hand side of the Mountain fioom,
on & lavel with the entrance to the room. Then a distance shot of the s:aw forma-
tion at 25 feot was tiken with boih camoras, using o GE 22 txlb. Fext, & clone wp
ploutre of & feoot lony rimstono peel Jjust below the previous locatiom wastaken in
color and bladk mod whita, Then both commrse wers again used to show the entirety
of this small grotto from a distasce of 15 feet, Both [ilms were sgsain unsed te
ghow cow’ of the largo flowstone terraceos which is locoted towmrd the ocenter of the
roant,

The secne of oporation waz theh Ltransferred t0 the top of the Loimisin roon where
two views, both color snd repular were taken within & few fest of sach other in

opposite dircetions, These vimws protrzy the axtrems whitaness of the {lowstomns
and oleo show some dolicgte straw stalactites.

In leaving the cave, a black snd white picture waa taken which shows the laddsy
work ot the fifth drop. A similar picture was takan with color 2t the third drop.
A Sylvania §3 bulb was used for the color photo on the third drop, in order to
obtain full effoct, The blue bande on white merhls were particularly pronounced

mrtrm portion of the cave, ana the bulb was also used in an attenpt to show this
alflaat.

An elanorate Flash lighting system for picturing the immensity of the Wountain
Room La nesded Lf such 4 pioutre is to v obtaimed. Photography of the formations
within thiz room is not such a pronooneced problem, since close-ups may be obtalnad
ngainst s wull, whers the immense blackness of the cavern will not interfere.

Prints of all the above pictures will be availahbls at & zliphtly latar date,
Gl

Summary tnd Hecommendstions: There are three main recommendations which are to
be made as a resull of the preliminiry exploration.
1. 4 gate should ba placed on the cave,
2. The strezm should be allowed to continue flowing through the cawe.
3. Mo commsrcialization should be undertaken witheut s very earsful
study precedine such zetiom.
Le A detzilnd study of the eave shodld he mads,

Altleuch these recomandations my seom elsar-gul, and ratter obvious, they are
only the conclusions which can dafimitaly be reached &8s the remilt of o relstimly
brief study.

A gute is necossiry Lo the cove; both in order to protoct the interior from vandal-
ism, and to prevent ascidents: A8 o remilt of our recunt wisit, tha cave received
wavoidables publicity, which can only result in numbers of curiosity sesikers
sttaspting to wisit the cawe, Although miy of thess will fui], dus to the
difficulty of reaching the lower lewels, and in failing, may poso difficult rescus
problems, still, suny oy oanspe Lo reach the forpations, and in thy uwsudl msnner
coliect a few specimens for themselwes or thair frisnds.
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Summary and Racerrendations:(Con.)

Vandalism of this type iz totally irreparanle, and carmot be resmsdied at a later
data. It has been estimabed thot such a gate would cost in ths vielnity of $150.00
which vertainly does net seen excessive, when it may mean the differonce betwesn
a cave with gecrsrelal possibilitiss and a vandalized ruin. The gate should be
constructed of steel bars, firmly anchored and built in such 3 marmer as to allow
free cirvoulation of iy throuph the cave, as well a5 the continued Flow of rurming
water. This gate should be kepilocked and we recommend that ssveral keys be made,
one of which should bte available at the Bear Cresk Cemp. The lock should be of the
recassed type, which cannot be broken by direct hammering.

Itlis necesasary to permit the stream to continue its flow through the cave &0 gs to
maintain the ecslogy and life balance in 1ts present form., Furthermore, the stream
undoubtedly plays an sctive part in keeping the present entrance open, The tep
levels of the cave, being largely breakdown materdial, would probably tend to collaps
and seal the passage, wers 1t not for the continued clensing action of the stream,
This stream flows down a draw into the cave, and it would be diffiecult to affeect 4
permanent ship in its ccurss down this canyon. Thus, any permanent deviation of the
stresm from the cave would be not only both expensive and useless, but might actually
rosult in damage to the cave,

If the above two recommendations are carried through, it will then be possible to
act at amy time, or after any lapse of time on the projected commercislisstion of
the cave. OSuch comercizlizstion, however, should be undsrtaken with extrems Cars;
and most definitely should not take the form of an attempt to put a tourigt route
down the present entrance system. An entrance of this type would requive blasting
and stair construclion down a total of 5 vertical dreps to a depth of about 300 feet,
and the stolrs would hove to be recessed imto veartical limestons walls with appropri=-
ate railings and Lightings. The cave would alsc have to be rendered dry in the upper
porticns, which would result in the less of the waterfall attroction mentionsd below.
iliile such an cttenpt is undoubtedly engineeringly poasible, it is certainly not
goonorically practical. Hot anly would sueh zn attespt result in oo extreme expend-
iture of funds, but since it would then be ncoessary For the tourist to both enter
and exit over the same lebgthy system of stairs, almest devedid of formaticon, it is
doubtful whether it would have any soprecicbls attreaction For the public.,

The Mountainm Aoom is definitely the focal point of interest in the cave. The
formations contained thersin am outstanding and of an extrems whiteness. aAlso, the
zct that this room is the largest in Californis results in a pronounced commercial
featurs, Unfortunately; thiz zize acts in direct direct opposition fto the Tormations.
While the formaticns fre actually numerous, they are dwarfed by ths slsd of the
chamber. In eddition & treil could be developed from this chamber back to the base
aof the Fifth drop, which would then give the wisitor a view of an underground water-
fsll, an sxtremely rare phenomenon which should not be underestimated. Such a
developmant would be practical only 1f & shorter artificial entrance can be logated
which danters the cova at the Eountadin Hoom, On the basis of life spacimens collscted
aollected near the top of this chamber, mnd the lack of such life for a considerable
distancs praceding 1t, our balief iz that such a passape could sasily be built, or
possibly already axists at present. This would be sasily determined by 3 detailed
mapping and study project of hiph acouracy. PBut it should be noted that all the
indications are in favor of such a passags, tha lack of which would be tha oniy
stumbling block to the commercizl development.




L
Press faisase to the Vismlis Timss-Delita
Exploration of Haughton's Cave 1/14/52

Haughton's Oave, located sbove Springville, w=s recently explored by membara of
the Califsrnia-Nevada Speleological Survey, This group is composed of Arthur
Lange, and Raymond DeSsussure, speleologists or cave axplorers, and George Nowat,
Geoclogy studesnt at Stanford University,

The cave was extremely difficult to enter dus Lo m“&;mm; five 'III."HFIJ.

" s had e be passad, All the equipment & the Surmy wis
mnr the exploration. Aoding further to ths difficulties was the fact
that & streas (lowed down the entire eourse of axploration, and the drops were,
in reality, waterfsils, Inevitably the rope ladders bung directly in the water-
falls. The obstacies were such, that on the last diy six heurs were Spent 1in
traveling to and frem the peinpt of investigation,

This cave was sxasined without charge for the Stote Divistion of Forestry, in order
to determine the potentialities 4s a commmrcial cave. A preliminasy report has
already besn made and is in the hands of that Division.

The Cil ifornis-fiswada Speleciorical Survey is currently engaged in & 90 day expedi-

tion under the joint sponsorship of the westorn Jpeleclogical Survey and Stanford
Grotto.

among other dsta coliectled; the jroup 13 inteurestad ir obtulning biologlsdl speci-
mnE represntative of cave 1ifs in warlous localitied. Sach spocimons ware

gollected from Houphten®s Cove, and AL in anticipated that o= of these sy wurn
out. to te new species.

Heughton's Cave is closed &t the present timm Lo the gonaral guclic dow tc the
difficulsy and dunger sttending its antry,

Baymord de Saussurs
Califomis-Nevada Spelablogical Sarvey,






