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The sore ote lasTns about the losstions af Lhe Indisn villsges of
Lhe Tuls fAlver end the oustomm of the gtioriginsl trisss the more Likely
b e STl e S

e ne -0 » .
b #qon and e patt the of the echors, lin‘Imltflh
thetr pock mldan and horess, carried gwpliss to Steen caee, wines,
anil otler anmtEin setdvitten. Bl Jeler moy of the touled wle
oorverted to rosds and evem 1o paved higimmyn.

For instanses, the tredl [stil]l scwtisee rolérred to &= she (14
Trtdan Treill sial comnected the Tantarchi villsge north of ids with

Merre twils. Tha prusent Yokohl Vallsy roed ruis
of Liie routa. The Desr Crusk snd Baleh Perk rosds sppiremtly follow
gquite closaly i Yeudinohi-Tuhstulsbel food- =
tredls. Donald Witk stetos thit there in evidance of many pop=ilom
indian villagee sleng Tish Oresk, wnich in sboct Nelf-wey botesten
Springville and the Owons Leks gouttey slomse i

Trails Thero pecan jittlco do=t kst Chere woro well-ussd tradie
copnoeting the Yesdzwehl viilsass with thelr Eesshorwen teig=ers 10
ths cert. Iz Swat, P. F. iatte (20 ) guoted et uld Indisn namsd
Ioho a8 maylng, with roference to treding a=ong Indisn tribus befars
1F50, "Dur w=T,..g0 AcToss (e somtedns Prem Tule Rwer where white
=an % thet Jorden Trail.® It 46 gaid by mesbers nf the Jordan

|
E

3 80y ary : . 1puk northoasiverd
toward B iigh Blorres, Thedr weaturn sutports will peill be Flusxirs
whits with Bhw wintsrs anew. E;;&;m“n; Teimo maohina® yourself
baok to 8 AorTesponding dey ln 1860, Yol las dush Pescied Fisails
Shati Tink rUlvoy Airikos b been meds Juri cert of tigd mesitain
rengy, swulluged of (wone laks in tha Copo jiounteing (Swe wiotion on
"Discowoay").  Hun of thu VimelisePertirvills sres whn hosst shagh the
Firies grefiehly lookid at tne Siarres fros tie Stoekion-lon Angeles
M{nhrﬁlnwmﬂmwmﬁﬂmﬂm re
n!ﬂ::r—rﬁ:]mnudumﬂﬂﬂtmwm'::mrtﬂ.nm.gmﬁu
valured roctd 4o She Cepe Slwer County.

oy 2ot yv= qres follow the Siorrs from fecth to esuth,
Eltgatly north of due chrt frew whord you stecd thare appusrn Lo be 3
=P in the “Saram wmllM, Thig is tho tinbored eidgs nov knoum a9 Vhe
jemtaln Homs sres, lying Just sosth of Wosos launtadn. A 14%3le fur-
thar sath e ountsins secn te rlbo hgsin whers Jordshn Puadk pegssehs
its Eewy ==atlarn fasa.

W 44 Ohalfant, Ln his book "The Btory of Imys®, eays thst by

?
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July, 1554, pertiss wore lesving vmmmﬂmmm for thy Come
dlggings l!nrnruummﬂna-- =
t—:ru;:ﬂu-_r;thrt ngﬁtmﬂnﬂu gt
ta B, . Farler gospored Helkor £ route. B, W,
?‘ fe deseriptien of Ma roubs indicstos thut ho Tollowed » trail
1:!“1“ thnﬁm{wm, uﬂm} H:ﬁi.;ﬂf.‘;’:ﬁ tiell
epperwatly precutod he boltor-knewn Jondan Fogkatt farpss
the arse & argm. Vory 14ttls s known pbout 3%, Sbi11 loes o
resgprbesed phoul the man Por whom it wes pemed.  We zasume thore wes
smh & o bosow there i a Domnisen Mun., Ridge, snd Psak end there
wey 8 Dosnisen Jpheol District in thet viginity.

The route of the Donnieon Treil can bu deduced fros roforsnoctd ea
14 4n » 101l rood pppliontion meds in 1870 (Ses soetion "Fords ta tha
Rirseid 131100), feos the of fleisd Tulave County Mep of 1DBL, end froa
the momordos of ¢ wiy fow cldtinere. Mr. Ipvye Flstor of Springvills
seyu 4% Tort she old BPutterfield Overland Heil: Revte boteoon thi preeont
Ieontiana of Utrathmers end Pormersvillo, gnd vent through Spond I
proby b way ot Tokond Vellcg, From Spanish Comp (wideh i3 st tha

gl nf lowis Crowk) Ab went south ond esst pest tim presomd

Redoo prounds on tho. Clommic Gi31 rench, crossed the Rorth Fork of e
Tuls newr "Sresmers J ur Garp? ( Wy Crsser Cressing near tho
old Mountein View Sehool Souss), snd | hoadod northssst over deloneld
M1 4 Hahsteris. From therd 4t climod the min ridgs betmen Sosr
ihd Hemolurds Oredks through the present Ctis L=son szoeh b Lhd
dpoetbion of Shn Balsh Perk rocd moor Brownls Moodow (Farioy's“sommis
of bhe Cirst ridget),

Abrut thare {1t entored the redeccds, rnd Lt want sadeerd "mpnyg
thape mensters for ssvoml wiles', &8 (=2, Forley esid, srobebly poesing
by Lhe groet frie Aot then ptood mejesticelly on Wit In now mavely
the "Cempanni=]l Btump”, This troc's mssurcments wors crprexissizly
thops given Sy Foerloy. From the plece now known sn Shzim Cap tho
origitnl Lrell prodebly wont ot ower MEggic fbwmtein ma down Alpine
Oroglt ond Vhrough Coyotls Pss. This iz the rouwbe doscrind to Elstor
by B Deshice vhe teok dimep over Y fewil in 1879, DPw routisg peat
Otimit I=ka o8 shown ob ihe Offlelal Cownty Hep of 158L mey huwo beon
A chmgr oede Inter to emnsot vith Hoclott'a

erlcy montionod tue =cmtaing, oo whiic end ete bl=ck, thot
e vallimewn Lot in thet viginity,
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T Semises Trell my bevo buen 1580
omelderable body of trodition sbott 2 treffie In stolen horsss seroos
thin pars af S Slarres tist hevo FoET
i thot harser vore siclin in thy Bent Jooguiz Velley exd driven by

=

[l xtaly tids route to tihe OGwne oo Cowniyy, ==c thery, for tiw
tlgﬂm,mlnﬂmhhh:mmﬁﬂmﬂ-m;hmm
muuﬂlummmﬂnwm d so unfortimetely lost
tixir smey of tenmporislism. ne of Tibroln Toeguos 18 some-



esross the Sierrwn fro= Ubsslis $o Oeees Iake, aad his tragle dsath at
i saall

Eern Flats maie d Coscimsbing story even only = gart of it
ean Ge autnentigatad, Yore : and sisinfermtion sppear %5 5
wﬂwﬂMJnmmmnwuuﬁanmmm
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B. . Farley in his 1820 jetter slveady guatsd, wrete, "m good pack
trall === be amds sver wiilah esdimary asies can pazk 257 pomsis 3t an
opotise tol to stdsed JE0IEM Fpem Visalia Lo the Copo Mines, Ha
alsg atuted with ralerencs to Vimlis as sn outfitiing peint for (he
Cwens laky mining ared, et 3tockicn swrchants, “wish to divert the
grest future trele of the place %o thalr own city by cuttins a tradl
from the head of navigation on the 3an Joaguin Alver to Tigali=" 4o pre=

LAt area from boing sgipiisd By "soutbera gorie”,

wna

Tharsa & lot of varbal astivity about this time over the mattar
of batlding rosds acroma the Slores. (halfant (21 ) sacs bt & oo
rred

e

Twanty=dlaht applicstions for fraceidss wers filed but snpsremtly

: t. However, wiiile all this talk and logis-
Jative saticni waa gelng on & Visalia man named Jobn Jotdby atd s som
William ¥, Jordan wers g shead with 8 treall projoent inder authority
Biven by the Tulare Roard tsors. The right-of-wmy sme 33 Jaut
wids upd Lhe tesdl gus o2 be complotsd in twe years, The Jurdans did
not patition for a wagon road right-of-way but tho Bonrd of Supervisors
write this inte their agroement & 4 wagon read wes o be sonpleted
within five yu=pa, '

This Jordan petition 18 bod £ila st the Tulara Jounty Court Housu.
The full texi iz 3s follows: “Tour petitionar would rempectifully pe-
tition your Jenoralle Board o have madu and deslared cpen, & pack
trail or pzsmey lasding Jrom Tulare Vallay aoross the mountaine to
the Soul® sed of Dz Qu=us lake, suld wail fo comswes &% Jenrpe E.
lougts residencs, pasaing through Tokall (ols) Valley und thotics Eadterly
across the rounialns 10 the sald laks, and would furtner petition your
Homorshbls Dosrd, thal ths right-of-amy =nd privilidpe (sic) of scf=
struoting ths sstd trall be #Hwven and grastal o Joon ed Williss 7.
Jurden, the yplisects and petitlonnes herelin, and for wite pous
petitionors will sver pray=-"., It wap signed by 31 men angd onk wean,
and fled Hew,l, 1581,

Thh Jordans protably did mosh of tholr work =n this wrall hafore
thia petitlon =a3 presonled, tsoadss Lt =as only 5 moniths lsier that
the project ¢casw o & tymglc end. Jonn Jordan was drosmsd in April,

1ef Sond wars rofting scee of Unelr Crelght
acrozs Esrg fiver at Xerm Flage., His sons not cxrTy on the projoct.

The mrions redtes af Jordas's frails are mot sasy to pln Som
dJordanis first route through the Fountain Home comniry i roportad

Histay and mpported by meefiars of the Jordan fasily, =6 belng

E
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a2z the Dennison Ireil up the pidpe from Rommhiedds throueh the Otia
Leweon place tu absut the site &l Ghs old Fraziee Hi1l, AL Ehat point
they beliove His Srail tomad southsast itroush Balch Park, thence o

& crogeing of whal was then called the Middls Fork of the Tulﬂ Alver
{now galled the Hishon Ferk or North Fapd of the Middis Fork) abovs

the pregent UDamp Wishon, thence up the pidee north of lessaek Jraek

and over Jordan Pank and enst across Junction Headows. (Soc Yap Mo. Y
The earliast mop Tount that shows any of thess trails is ths govertnent.
survay towmstidp plat of 878 by P. Y. Baker witich shoss the Jordan Trail
hllowing ths aprrocinmats routd of the prasont Bese Creck rood pest Tha
gection line botesst Sections 1D and 11, and thence sastarly towsrd iths
river oresaing moniioped shove, {hus missing Baleh Park by ovap & piia.
An undabed = (prepably pot oot ateat 1883 by Elliott and Dompany of
gan Frengizeo shows, probably erroncously, bthe Jordan Trail poing up
through Iillamicsd =nd the Sunmit =ke sres,

Thers is smothor statement in & monuseript (39) thet Yneoarly =11
thi sheepmen thon (188L) eotersd the mountains b whab la known as lhe
Jordan Trail, through the Indian Reservation viu. the Putoam Millea.
The trall then crossed the South Fork of the Middle Fork of tha Tuls
rivay japt above ths Nalson ploos,..tbhen ‘t:-hrc-ugh White Hosndowa to the
Littls Kern and Cinslly to Troub Meadows and the lakes, el on te Zern
Flafh g

Probmbly Jordan'l name was érroncously spplied to the part 4f this
Leafl west of Holsons.

Clavde Jordan goya bls grandfsbner had a sumesr route throush the
Meher oouniry and & lower rogte fo nse whien the snow wois deep,

The westars terminus and haadguarters of Jorderte Trail sme his
ranch near Hoeky Hill ohst of the gite of Bketar. He Hiwaght his
freizht by Mhall-toan® from Stockton ascopding to Claude fordsn and
transferred it to pack animels st this eanch, John Jordan oo oripine
ally feon Parpsylvanis and had s=en ssrvice in Texas with Sam Hooston
in tha Mixicsn Wir before coming to Californis, Ha had eputisnce as:
A gupfveyol =nd 1= geid 1o lave bEehl mers interssvsd o = Svenbusl
wagon poad asross the Slorpas than fn atoll 4redl, He hod 12 codldren
and hig desoenidants are wimerods in Cailifernln, (Hée ls vot o be oon-
fused whith bis nopbsw Capt. Jobs P Jordan of slightly lat e-r Tuisre
Oounty himtary). A pedweed teen in Baleh Park has besn offlclally
naned for Johm Jorden (Ssce Appendix) and a plagne is boing instailed
thers by the Jordin famlly,

The Jordan Tradl <an still be foumd at gertaln polnts by oes of
P Y. Baker's survey actes of Detober 1878, Vor instangu, in ths Seap
Jrovk drainape; Jsker found the “Jordan Iradl beardvg snsh aod weet!
2ipaet sr=csly wWhers the Cld Prawmley Road branphas off i urotent
coutity rood, & Halfenilio sast e "Eob 3 prunite siomu...l0 Iiake north
of Jorden Teail for quartov-cornerd bLebiesn Sactions § aod 9. P o
atil]l fallew the isprzasions of: #n old treil sasterly from this poing
naregs Ar. netsiaii'p puﬂtura and into hig orehard. O34 Srails ars
a1t visible further gast whors Bolkepr rpeords erossine the Jordan Traid
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puls or Bores; 25¢ par hosd of cattle, G gqr AnGap
g, and 259 for o mmnoon Zoot. This frail bocams the
the thres old tesils, Dyar (47 ) in 1699, -sald it una =arkod by
"N anl furthor, "The Hockott Trail wes sale in esriy

days snil toduy Lt ramalhs a plain, well<blagsed trosk (rom Long Pioe
threngh %o Yieilis. Its spproxinate routa am of
« Il ome ol its many chantes of loos

through the Dillorwood comtry ns. thare sre reports of oa old

1)
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foliowsd the Bockstt Trall, jsdging from J. D.

Whitneyts description of e poute (63 Ha roported that st tmat
dote the Lrall ver constrictsd mnly to the Com River and thal, “iho
old trail bont sogtinmrd" et thai palng,

i s Thare ars peveral othar named tralle in cup area,
(ra S in use wien the ares sas surveying ln 1533 mn from
Cizosid'y Ssenill gilp pesl to Faks Corg, Wigh op on Vosas Hin, It
zan still b fosnd st a faw locstions desaribed on W He Soriy'ns
hirvey notas wherd 1L Grosesd tha seotlon Iines oorthwnat and northeast
af Lona, This hns beohh referrod ta as the "Tuohy Shesp Tratlh
[ Lb but tuis evems doubtful bechsse fuohy 4s thoughh to have Lalten
wory dirwot routes Zrom iz ramgh to the Tuohy and Scuth Fork wasdows.
1t was probsbly bullt ae an sxtension of the Nincold 31 read safter
1970, for ton wme of ehookman. George Wrsy who Jivad belwusen ihe Dillon
pavich and the fimadld MUY may have nod & part 45 A%,

Shaspmatt ¥ho wont lato tho sountaing in the sixtiess md lator used
these traily mnd muried cut aftitiosal cues.. Tatsr the U, 3, Foress
gervice built wn oxtensive trail eysteams The trall from Shake Czp to
Alpine Headows, Sosstimes colled the Srisweld Cuteff e bsile by ard
Grimeold nbous 1730 in comnection with his pask station.



Summary and Hcoormendationar (Con.)

formaticne iy Ahe chamber, 1n addition o trail nuuln‘ be dawvelopad from
this chamb=r back 48 the bese of tha Tifth drog, which weuld then glve
the wisitor = visw of an vnderground wmterisll, =t oxiremely r=ra
oheanamenon which should not e undorsstimgted. Such s davolopment would
be practiesl only 1f' s shorfer srtificisl entrande can be lotsted which
enters tha cave st S Houritedn Aocm, On tho bzais of 1if: sperimens
sollgotad near tha t6D of this chamber, =nd the Jack of meh 1{fs for
a ommeidarabls dHatancs proceding it, our belisf is that swsh o psssage
gould =asily bs mllt, or possibly alrsady existe at present. This
would be =ssily determined by # detailed nmapping and study projeat of
high spmrecy, Fut 4t should Bo soted that 211 the indiestions sr= in
f=vor of =uch a pIssees, the lsok of which would be the enly etumbling
kloak to the comarpinl daswJopment,

Swn with the existonce eof this passags, the tradl system still
reming 8f Sigh Ssmortange, Tha velus 6f : stratsgis tiadl syatem
hes sithar boat dwerlodind, or of necassity ignored, in w1l tha pressol
commereds]l enverns of Oaliformia,. Ino Haughton's Cwve, thars axistes I
epportinity to Wwild 3 parefully designsd trail systum which would
magnify the beautios of the gaves by = larpe fsctor,  Similerly 1
lighting system, whils Pairiy sconomicnl s comparsd to other caves
e ‘to the concemtration of the stdrsctions dn n singls reom, slso has
largs potentizlities for showing eff tha vericus limsstons festurss to
their best sdwvsntzgs.

Im shart, » caraful supvey in sdvancs of sctusl construction work
will rendgy !‘.-Jnﬂ‘itﬂ eatiredy tut af proportion to the time md cost
spent on 4t.

Dis to ita =lasE ppoxisity to loa Anpoliss, combinsd with ths
wooppanying atmd of reducody, whish 18 onv of the fin=st to bs
Fourd anywhere, wa belisges thet this gave hag diefinits gemmercial
puani“ili_tien 183 rearaibional pegourss, and that the above: setions
should ke taiin, =nd thet « firther =nd doteiled sirvsy should be
A .

Tn glosing this raport, ww sheuld Yike to sapress sppresiztion
Por the Bbophration of tha Jtats Hwision oFf Porestey in genbrsl; =0l
tw Boar Cretk Samp in particulsp, Mithout whoss dnvdluasbls sid aod
iagistmes, this proajact aotld not hava been: sgeomplished in ths
Mimitad time wiich wes 9vailable.

S



Haughton Cave

Edward W. Haughton did not get around very much socially, bub
he did get around in the woods. And one day, probably while looking
for a good pisce of redwood timberland, he found a big limestons
cave in a sharp little gorge at the foot of a high cliff, He almost
failed to come back from that trip and people remembersd the story
he told so well that they called the cave Haughton'!s Cave,

Haughton's story, as remember by Elster, is that he went down
into the cave ( it can b2 entered only by an almost vertical passage)
with only pitzh-wood torches for light. Between the smoke of the
torch which almost suffocated him and the darkness without it, he
felt fortunate to get out alive., This was in or prior to 188l, because
the Officizl Tulare County Map of that year shows the cave with Haughton's
name. The location is about three-fourths of a mile southeast of the
actual location as known today, It is barely possible that he found an
entrance not known now., In the ninetiss when tourists bsgan to flock to
Mountain Home, this cave was given quite a bit of publiecity (15 ) and
Jesse Hoskins regularly took people down into the cave by means of fir-
tree ladders made by cutting tress and leaving the branches "trimmed
long" for steps (9 §. The cave was usually called Crystal Cave during
this period. Haughton was a bachelor and he was English, He seems %o
have pronounced his name "Horton", He settled on what is now known as
the Bear Creek Ranch in Ssction 9, probably before the road was built in
188L. By the end of that year he had also acquired, probably as a "timber
and stone claim", the east quarter of Section 35 including the sites of
Frasier!s Mill and Coburn's "upper mill" on the Coburn Fork of Bear Creck.
His sawmill partnerships have already been mentionad,

He iz said to have been a good friend of Frank Knowles, but not of his
other neighbor, John Gaffney, who, with John's sister Ann, ran the half-
way house or hotel at Rancheria, This is npt surprising since John was
as Irish ag Haughton was English. And Gaffney's hogs coming the three
miles wp the road and getting into Haughton'!s garden didn't hzlp naighbor-
1y relations. Haughton used to shoot the hogs. Mrs., Ola Hobbs tells the
story that one day along about 1903, Avon Coburn found that Haughton had
disd at his well-kept bachelor cabin, and he stopped at CGaffney's cn his
way to town and told him the news. John's reaction was, "Surz, and he's
probably in Hell by now, a2 yzellin! and shootin' at my pigs.

Haughton's place has often bean referred to as "the Coburn dump",
because it was thsz lumber drying yard at the lower s=nd of Coburn's
flumes, After Haughton's dsath, it was found that the land he had
actually owned was not wherz his improvements were. A man named
Northrop therzfore homestsadsd the improved property. Two of Northrop's
children wer: buried there in 1915, in the picturesque cemetery site
visible from the road. Pste Planchon (Father of Bill Planchon, Northops
son~in-law), and Jake Garnsr were later owners of this ranch, and it is
now operated by the Ratzlaff family as a productive appls orchard.



There are other paves 4n tha Mountedn Mome drsq; but only one
or tus Ml sver bom sttered, An sndiled S1Eming in the Tulamy
County Libegry $alls of A€ Pousll minnine & prespecting tamel
"inta & lakbyrinth of liwsetors savdst in thay apesz snd taking mib
some gte that sppoarsd silver<bzaring. Thig mas probably the cme
eallgd the Gelena Cave, the tmot location af whish is mknoom,

Lt is muppossd %0 bz on Maggia Hoimtaln in tha ppath side of tha
2ivar Crack drainas2. & maEn named Bill Bose 2 also egxid o have
Himesvered L4, fozals grave 4= in the forest ariz up-river fray
Gamp Wishosm,

_ Tharz is &n old iine shait,now csvad in, on the north side of
Silver Orecl thot alse could here basm o onve sbrmos, The four
Peinkkalss" north of Shaks Canp show that the soofs 6f widerground
saverns havo gollmpasd in that sares a2t varions times in the past.



Haughton's Cave

Haughton'!s Cave in Mountain Home State Forest is locally referred
to as "Crystal Cave', although no single crystals were encountered by
the survey during their exolorations, The name "Haughton's Cave'l is
derived from a map published in the Annual Report of the Acting Super-
intendent of Sequoia National Park 1o the Secretary of the Interior, in
1906, though the word “cave" alone is marked at the corresponding loca~
tion on the Official Map of Tulare County of 188L. Hence we know that
the cave was discovered prior to that date, wobably by a man named
Haughton. ZEvidence of visitation, at least in the upper levels, was
encountered, thouzh it is certain that only a very few have ever succeedsd
in making the difficult climb down to the Mountain Room.

The Survey devoted three full days to the exploration and study
of thls remarkable cavern, at the request of the 3tate Division of
Forestry, who sought a repart on the commercial and scenic potential~
ities of the interior, and a general idea of what it contained. The
resulting report was indeed favorzble, for it is an exceptional cave,
in excellent condition; though engineering drawbacks may prohibit de-
velopment of the attraction, Unless a complete map proves otherwise,
it seems necessary to drill down from the surface into the main chamber--~
The Mountain Room--in order %o afford practicable entry.

Sztting

The cave is situated in Mountain Home State Forest at an elevation
of approximately 6500 fect on the watershed of the North Fork of the
Middle Fork of the Tule HRiver. Being at this elevation, snow covers
the region in winter, but it becomes accessible, with little difficulty
in late spring and summer, Segquoia gigantea tower over its entrance;
indeed a large seetion of the trunk of one of these redwoods has become
buried into the cave passage below the entrance doline, White Fir,
ponderesa pine, and cedar £il1l out the Transition Zone forest, and ob-
scure the outcrops of metasediments in which the cave-~has formed—-
presumable marbles of Triassic ages The region in the vicinity of the
entrance is truly a mountain Karst, there being dolines and ponors
scattersd about the dense forest. The streams behave only as Karst
streams do, aznd comprehending their pattemrn is a study in itself,

4 doline in the centerline of a steep walter course intercepts
the stream at the surface and funnels it into an underlying ponor
communicating with the eavern interior, Here the water plummets intoe
the darkness, splashing over a fallen log and forming a dense curtain
through which the visitor must pass, which he does, to be sure, quite
rapidly. The stream bed, or dry thalweg, bsyond the doline contains no
water for at least 1/3 mile, where, ncar the marble contact, water
resurges by gentle ssepage. Whether this resurgence constitutes the
entire volume captured by the doline, or even the same current, remains
to be determined by hydrological experiments., Other crevices in the
marble nearby emit rapid drafts of cold air, suggesting atmospheric
communication with the cavocrn, but none could be entered,

In order to egxplore the cavern without having to climbd beneath



voluminous waterfalls, an attempt was made to divert the flow from the
entrance doline, by short-circuiting it arcund and into the thalweg
beyond, At best, this process did not remove all of the flow from the
waterfalls underground; nor did it succeed in channelling the flow down
the thalweg at the surface, for within 50 feet of the point of divewsion,
it found 2 sccond ponor--previously buried, down which the entire current
plunged, not to be seen again until the Mountain Room, 300 fest below;
nor is the identification of this second stream in that region confirmed
as yet, Thus the ecave lies underncath a2 serics of glutenous ponors,
similar to the system of El Fondo de les Tarradelles in Spain, reported
by Montoriol Pous (1952).

Desceription

The stream proceeds from the entrance down into the darkness of the
cave network, along which it has selected the most direct downward routes
for its course of least resistance, In places it has clearly pirated flow
from former overhead passages, and the swift current seems still to be
searching with its chaemical water some more precipitous route, Six times
in its course from the surface to the Mountain Chamber the stream plumets
over a brink, the largest of these falls being 55 feet high, forming the
backwaell of a longitudinal dome chamber, already desceribed in detail: on
page 63, Another 25 foot fall has likewise generated such a speleogen.
Though the rock floor of this stream bed is over most of its course
littered with stream cobbles, there appears to be littls corrosion
taking place today, for contradictory evidence is painfully made known
to the explorer as he dsscends the rope ladder down the course of the
55 foot waterfall, in the sharp lamina or vertical projections of in-
soluble material that protrude for more than a foot from the blue veined
marble wallse (PL ) Dome Chamber niches are found at the foot of at
leagt one of the falls, and notholes--whether of vadose or phreatic
origin is uncertain--must be leaped farther along near the entrance of
the stream into the Mountain Room, All along the route sbove the 55 foot
falls, radiate side passages which remain unexplores; whether somc of
these conduct to the channcl of the second stream is yet to be determined,

The Mountain Room is the highlight of the cavern. Fully L50 feet
in slope length (along its sloping floor), over 100 fset high and 100
feet wide, this single chanber comprises the largest cavity in California
and Nevada known to the Western Speleological Institute. The floor is
veritably a mountain itself, offering some difficult scrambling in
places to surmount: the uphill extremity of the floor is almost on a
level with the ceiling of the lower end, The entrance stream emerges
into the lower end of the Room, jolns with the second strezam that enters
from along the rocks slightly higher up, and then continues its deliberate
course against the lower wall and on over a 30 foot brink into an
unexplored labyrinth below,

The feeble carbide lamps seem like mere candles in their futile
attempt to illuminate this chamber. The walls and ceiling are for the
most part bare, for breakdown seems to be continually stripping them of
deposited material, and at the same time increasing the volume of the
dark volid. Nevertheless, like constellations in a storm-clad sky,



colonies of brilliant, white draperies and stazlactites, cateh the illum-
ination of the lamps and reflect their image from the protected alcoves
of the chamber,

Cne is immediately attracted te these segregated celoniss, for
their very isolation helps to magnify their splendor. There comes to
mind especially the drapery of PL. 58, which for delicacy and grace
stands out as the foremost cave feature ever encountered by the members
of the Survey, The unviolzied preservation of this drapery alone merits
whatever expense may be necessary to protect Haugnton's Cave, Other
features of the Mountain Room are shown in the plates dealing with the
cave, and inelude gours and rimstone, rofulgant stalactites and stalag-
mites, stalactite ribbons formed along ceiling joints, cave pearls,
flowstone cascades, to mention but a few,

The soils which contribute to much of the velume of the underground
mountain, appear te have been derived from slumping near the upper end
of thes chamber., In this region one can elimb up narrow chimneys of
foreign bowlders, where he encounters tree roots, smzll rodent bones,
dung, and insects 2nd snails not present through the remainder of the
accessible route of entry. The presence of this material suggests that
the surface lies not far above, and is probably expre¢ssed outdeors as
an Einsturzdoling (Cf. Chap. IV), similar to that of the entrance swallet,
but lacking the ponor and stream. Perhaps the surface stream originally
entered the cave at this point prior to being pirated by the upstream
ponorss The evidence polnts toward such a course of events,

Speleogensg throughout the Mountain Room 2ll indicate phreatic
solution, and the slight vadose modifications along the stream channel
speak for themselves. Bedding plan¢ ceilings, dissclved breakdown,
wall and ceiling pockebs all point to phreatic solution under slow
cireulation, for nowhere in the cave were recorded the tell-tale flutes
indicative of rapid phreatic flow. Sediments were undoubtedly present
at one time, bui little svidonce of them remains today, though much of
it is probably buried beneath the debris of ths floor.

Geclogic History

1. Since it underlies the general level of Balch Park by only a few
hundred feet, we may attribute s»lution of the cave--both of the
Mountain Room and the adjacent network--to the Chagoopa Erosion Cycle
of the Pliocene Time., Moses Mountain higher up represents the local
extension of thc Boreal Surface. Solution of the Mountain Room was
encouraged by intense fracturing of the beds, and continual rockfall;
the remainder of the cave, as known, is dissolved out along joint
plenes, (cf. Fig 5.8)4.

2. Upon uplift during early Pleistocene, the great chamber was drained
and flushed of any phreatic fill which it may have accumilated, with
the result that intense rockfall ensued due to loss of buoyant support.
This continual flaking off destroyed speleothems as they were forming,
except where protected. A surface stream may have forced its way into
the upper roof of the chamber washing in with it the debris, possibly
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