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John Muir’s
favorite

sequola grove,

east of

Porterville

When John Mair roamed the Sierrs Neva-
du, he believed the Seguoigdendron gi-
ganieum grow TINUTe TTCPressivay oau-
berant” the Larther suuth he traveled. The
tinest stand of all towered neur the south-
ern edge of the tree’s range. on the North
Fork of the Tule River. “ln the nurtnern
groves.” he wrote, “there are compard-
tvely few soung trees of saphings, B
here for every old stormestricken ziant
there are many in all the glors o pryme
vigar. and lor gach of these there 13 a
crowd of cager. hopeful soung trees and
siplings . Lseemingly i hot pursuil ol
cernal ife”

Muir's Favorite grove s 1odoy enshivimed
o Mountain Home Demonstration State
Porest, ofe of Tour demanstrution Torests
manueed o the Cabilforoo Department of
Porestry und Fire Protection. Abhout 8
crow-Tying miles from the southern bar-
der of Segtionn National Park. 4 500-00re

Mountain Home and Bualch Park. 1he
160-ucre Tulure County park it sur
rounds. receive mueh Jess attention than

their Tumous meighbor This means thatm
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Zalud House 11t Porterville
Jora o Iifetiowe's worlh of Hieeairare,
art, and Sun Avstgrern Loy bty

Uprooted vedwaod starts off Forestry fnformation Trail tappled
hetore selllors ureeved 1n these mountains, 1) saelteeed fnddians
and frappers. then becapn J'urﬂ--:f—tf:"—:':'m:rn NPt airrgetion

(¥ e asatir)

September fexeert for Lubor Dy werk.
end) the great trees should siand o the
mear solitude that suits them best.

Yokuts used this Lind us thetr summer
home. leaving numerous -hedrock mortars
They muv huve lelt Lirzer busing, or muy
ot have: the orj2in of the deen “lndian

ton oflers hour-tone (8100 bl
{$23), und all-day (340) ndex through o
shute forest You can also book twioed

Gateway to Mountain Home v Porter-
ville, 13 miles eust of Stae Highway 99
'3 about 2v: houss north o Los Angeles
and 4 hours south of the Bay Arca. From
there. go 17 miles eust on Stare Highway
190, passing the hittle resort town ol
Springwille. Drive north on County Roud
J37 for 32 mules. then east 18 miles on
Beur Creek Road, which tests vour steer-
ing skills us 1t narrows and winds picher
intn the hea toees

Bathtubs™ continues Lo spark arguments
among observers, You Can put sour two
cents In alter you've viewed the indented
stane near Sunset Point Campground,
Alse within the forest i Hedrick Pond,
once the site of o lumber mill. now
stocked with rambow trout: Nshing s al-
lawed with o Cualitornue license,

You'll find sin car camps o Maountain

and longer pack teips into the Sierra |

detanls, write 10 the Pack Stanon, B
832, Springville Y1263, or call 12009) 23

2227 or 539-390%

Muountain Hoame is also entry panl
longer treks into the Gulden Trodt MWy
derniess and Sequopa Natonal Fores,
From Shake Camp, t's T miles to Summi
Lake, 1010 lakes Hockenr and Muguig
Wilderness permmils (required ) ¢un he oh
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{'prooted redwood starrs off Forestry Information Trail woppled
Be feare settdors areived Bnotlese mpowliclns, | sheltersd Dudians
ared frappors, then hecame Tuem-of<tho-geniliry Lowrid ariractivn

September fexcept for Labor Day weck-
end} the great trees should stund in the
near solitude that suits them best.
Guteway to Mountain Home s Porter-
ville, 13 miles cast of State Highway 9%
It's about 210 hours north of Los Angeles
and 4 hours south of the Bayv Area. From
there, 2o 17 miles cust on Stuie Highway
190, passing the [itle resort town ol
Springville. Drive north on County Rouad
137 for 300 miles. then zast |5 miles on
Bear Creck Road, whicl lests vour siger-
tng skifls as 1t narrows and winds higher
into the hig trees.

The lorest headghurters is vpen X 19 3
Mondays through Swturdavs, bul a1 isn’l
dlwayvs munned. You can get maps. truil
information, and a gude for 4 Y-mile
driving tour at Baleh Park headquarters,
the Balch Park Pack Stution. or ai some
of the forest campgrounds.

Oliver Twist, Methuselah

Starting in the 1830s, the area’s sequoiis
temipted Sin Joagquin Valles settlers. both
as o osource of jncome and s g oretreat
from summer heat. While loggers hul-
anced on springhoards 1o siw, wives und
chuldren premcked. plived, and christened
the surviving trees: the Oliver Twist e
guela was pamed for s Unusial spiral
bark. Methuseluh and Adum tor ther uge
and statore. (That thes. too, were nuot
eventually logged is due o u bust in the
timiber industry und eventual establish-
ment of thie stute lorest.)

Another ginnt, Hercules, suflered the in-
dignity of being hollowed out for use as o
souvenir stend. but, becuuse only dead
heartwood wis removed. 1Usurvives toduy,
The groun of trees in which 1t stands, 53-
dcre Adams Memurial Redwood Grosve,
was added 1o 1he furest two veurs ugo with
help from the Trust Tor Public Land.
The sequotss wre the main draw, hu
Mountain Tlome and Baloh Park contan
other points of nerest, The Yauduneli
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Yokuts used this lund as their summer
home. feaving numerous bedrock mortars,
They may have lelt lurger basins, or may
not have: the origin of the deep “indiun
Buthtubs™ continues 10 spark drguments
among ohservers. You can put vour two
cents i alter sou've viewed the indented
stane near Sunset Point Camperound
Also within the lorest is Hedrick Pond,
once the site of o lumber mill. now
stocked with rainbow roul hsbing s al-
lowed with a Calilornia heense.

You'll tind siv car cumps i Mountain
Huome: Hedrick Pond {14 stes), Sunset
Point (34 Shuke Camp {11 Frasier M|
{30), Hrdden Falls (ah and Muoses Gulch
U113 the latter two dre on the banks of the
Tule River. All have piped water hut not
tratter hookups: all are wvallable. (ree. un
a first-come basis. An 80-spuce camip-
ground tn Baich Park costs 54 4 night (oo
hookups, a0 reservations). You should se-
cure food against the occusionyl mooch-
mg beur,

On foot and on horseback

Forest trarls are muaintuined and well
signed, Near the eniranee ta Buleh Purk
hegins the [-mile Torestry Intormation
Truil, which despite its snore-inducing u-
te ts more interesting and miore amhilious
thun most purk nukure tratls; pick op
suide 4 forest headquarters.

A goud, easy hike hegins across the roag
from  lragier Mill Campgraund  and
climbs gentlv 1 nule o Bogus Meadow;
return the way sou came. The Loop Tradl
begins and ends at Shuke Camp. ambling
for 2 miles past sequuias that include the
Adum treg From Shake Camp. sou can
ulso take o trzil 2 miles downhill 1o Red-
wood Crossing, where Tullen redwoods
bridge the Tule River
stop for lunch.

S hime place

Another good way 1o see Mountain Home
v on horsebuck, Through mid-Ocieber,
weather permitting, Baleh Park Pack Stu-

ani
Zalud House i Porterville 15 repision
fior w lowe [ifetime s worlh
art, amsd San Jpagran Valley fistory

A] Hier e

ton oflers hour-long {3101, haltg
{S25), und all-dan (340) rides through
state lorest, You can alse book two-d
and longer pack trips indo the Sierre F
detarfs, write 1 the Pack Sidtion. Be
332, springville 93263, or cull { 20w} 33
2227 or 5363908

Mountwin Homie 1s alse entry point b
longer treks o the Golden Trour Wi
derness and Sequola Nutional Fores
From Shuke Camp. ot's 7imles 1o Summi
Lake. 10 10 lukes Hockewt and Mugwe
Witderness permits (required ) can he ob
tained at the pack station, at the Fores
service office. Y00 W, Grand  Avenue,
Porterville  catl 783-1500: or at the Tule
Hiver Ranger Distriet effice, 32385 High-
wav 190, Portervitle —call 339-2607

Back down the hill in Partersille . . .

Porterville itsell” boasis o pleasant Muain
Street dnd oocity museumn housed oy
Spanish revival <tvle Southern Pacihe
stalion. The  muscum mrch
ranching memoramlie and muny India
artifactss AU 237 North D Street i< apen
10 10 4 Thursdass through Satordas s and
algo, after Labar Doy, [ram 4

il
Sundavs For more detadls, cal] 7842053,

contams

nushn 1
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AL Morion and Hocketn streets <tands the
Zualtd House, built n 1891 Unlike
restored Romes  furmshed  wigh o et
trucked n Jrom other peopie’s purlors and
only the multiredi-
nous belongings ol ts owner, Pearle Zu-
tud. [ranzhter ol g Porterville nvemn
keeper. she heeame o planist, arijst. and
world traveler and never.
threw duily yr doeodud awas

.l'l!i\_'\', this e :.'l'\l'.l_\

dpparentli,

The house and adjoinipg garden  open
19 1o 4 Wednesduys through Suturdiss
ared 2 4 Sdndavs gwve oo good adeu of
how 4 well-to-do smallaiewn Calitormi
tamily lived in the easller part ol this
sentury. Admission s 30 centy adilts, 23
wents chitdren. Tor more micrmation, call
T804, et 64
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