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BEHIND THE REDWOOD DOOR

By John Waaods

Climbers do it bacause it's thers, caver's do it because it isn't.

Suddeniy thers was cava whers there was no cava. While waliting for the others, | had
poked my head into a smatll hole behind a redwood stump that jutted into tha passage. A short
distance away the passage terminatad in a breakdown chambar. In one corner sgvera! large
tacks {100 + pounds) blocked the way but ] could sae a small void beyong. My first thought
was "This is like Fibber MaGee’s closet. If | move ona, the whole damn pile will come down
on me.” | didn’t want to becoms & grotta statistic Hut virgin cave fever seams to disconnect
caver's brains as guickly as their mannars. | tugged, they crashad... "S of a B... it goesl”

| examinad the rocks. They had been there for a long, long time and the crevice bayond
was undisturbed. This entira area was a huge mass of breakdown just waiting to make a
cavar sandwich out of ma so | figured it was tims 10 invite someone lse to lunch. | yelied to
Richard Chang, who was at the second climb, helping psople up. We had been in the cave for
6 or 7 hours and wers on the way out.

it was too much to hops that this could be wvirgin passage only 50 fest from the
entrance of a cave that had been travelad for 60 years, but | couldn’t be sure without locoking,
and | couldn’t go an alone. Pessimistically, | figured it would go nowhars or I'd get mashed
by a rock {or both). Richard got the rest of the parry up the finai climb to the iron ladder at
the entranca and we told them we would ba out in 15 minutes.

While Richard piayed shephard, | moved a few mors rocks and found another passage
that requiced crawling undarneath a 4 foot block of marble supportad by a dubious loaking
kaystona. Whan Richard raturned he squeezad down the tiny cravice | had first cpened. | had
a try at cimbing over tha.top of tha 4 foot block which proved 10 be a bigger mistake than
going under it, so | backed out to wait for Richard. He had wiggied down the crack and
saamed [0 be going back undernseath me. Within 10 minutes ha was back reporting "it looks
0.K, but there ara loosa rocks aeverywhsere.™ Comparing notes, we both falt that this arsa
dida't seem like it was going to go far but we should coms back and survey it anyway..."just
to get it on the map”. ' . '

That was the summar of 1990, It was June 1991 bafore Richard Chang, John Chang
and Jeft Kwiatkowski returned to find out if the area was really worth mapping.

Moving bouldars and climbing through seme of the most unstable cave | have ever
gxperianced, thay pushad downwarg through a saries of breakdown cooms. Cna chamber was
namad the Damocles room becasusa of tha nacassity of passing baneath a gigantic (10 x 8 x

8 faat) bouldar comprising most of the ceiling. Like the legendary sward, it is apparently
supportad by a hair sinca we can't find anything else holding it up. After about 130 feet thay
found 8 tricky, 20 foot down climb into a large passage. This proved ta be a connection
through the ceiling ta the main cave which bypassad the second and third down ¢limbs on the
main routa. At least this might be a way to avoid the rather sxposed climbs that ware
sometimes balayad for the lass axparienced climbers. It was wall worth survaying this section
of cave. Soms tracas of pravious exploration were found and we tigured that thers must be
savaral coonBcUons 10 known cave in this area. The passages we had travsied to this area
wafa virgin so the others must have regched it from farthar down tha main cave.

I finally returnad 1o this "radwood bypass” section a month latar to do the survay
which thaoatically lagitimizas all caving activities, On Saturday, John Chang and | spent a
frigid few howrs surveying, temoving a ton of precariously balanced debris from thea route, and

poking ow nosas into some of the holes in tha breskdawn.
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John had g look over the top of the 4 foot rock and forced a circuitous route thas
connectad with the new survay near what we cailed "the window". it was too tight and
dangerous to be of much interast. :

Naar the top of the chimnay connection ta ths main cave, a few waell chosen kicks and
John managed te opan up anpther way through the bollders. He wound down a tight slot,
with rocks preceding him at violant intervals, and found himself back in the main cave below
the sxposed down cltimb he and Richard had found last trip. He christenad the snaking
passage "The Sidewinder”. Although tight, the sidewindar avcids the exposuwe of the
connaction chimney. Wa found many 3igns of previous exploration in this area but they must
have entered from anothar route,

Being of an older and saner mund, | tried to take advantage of the dreaded Asian
disease "Gung Ho" that had infected Jonn and suggested a look into a small lead (more locse
braakdownl) oft the Damocles room. John wak tao smart to fall for that ployl We waera both
cold by this time and decided to leave the cave. John returned to L.A. that night with Steve
and Mary Koehler who had taken the traditional route to the bottom.

Unger the sword

On Sunday, Richard, myself and a new caver, David Shopp, refurned to the area to
check out some of the remaining leads. With mare than narmal psssimism about tha potential
for more cave, we (aft the survey gear on the surfaca.

Richard decided to try the lead off the Damocies room and | followsd with David. There
were twao possible feads; an obvious largs "up™ passage and 8 not so easy down climb
throunh a narrow slot. A few squeezes, more rock moving and unbsligvably, flowstonel
Formations of any kind are rara in Crysts! and this new cascade was a welcoma sight on the
ust2tly parren walls. Wa wers glso out of the breakdown and into "real” passags. It
descangac steaply and we passed pura white bacon dfaperias 6 inches thick and 10 feet long.
Tha passagae funneled downward betwaen increasingly flowstone covered walls. Tiny
helectites and parfect white 30da straws occasionally dotted tha walls and ceiling and it was
difficuit to avoid damaging them.

With Richard leading, we twisted downward past a serigs of lovely rimstons dams and
then peered into a roomy chamoer entsred via a slippery 8 foot down climb. Richard dropped
into tha room while David and | waited at the top in case he needed help climbing back.

| watched from above as he crept to the edge of a black hole in the floor that appeared
to be a pit. | could ses his tight playing over a fiuted wall at ieast 20 feet down and it seemed
too wide fo climb. "1 can ses a cobbled flaor about 30 or 4Q fest down" he shouted "and its
bigl. I'll bang the camera over the edge and see if | can gat a shot of the bettom. Mayba we
can match it up with known cave” (this did not workl). Ona wall of this room is g superb
flowstone cascads 12 feet tall. :

Having just checked the survey, | was reasonably sure that we wsra somawhere gver
the main tunnel, probably above the 70 feot pit to the mountain reom, and Richard agresd.
We had no rope or anchors and we figured that we could come back, station a person at the
top of the pit, and send cavars down the main psssage to try for a visual connection (this
eventually worked!). With only thres pagpls in the party, ons of them inexperianced, it would
have to wait for the next trip. The shifting rocks of the upper cave maks solo Ccaving unwisa -
and wa stil! had to de-rig.the big pit from ysstarday’s trip. We also wanted to photograph the
formations on the way out.
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Retracing our steps, wae slipped down tha sidewincer passage and headed toward the
top of tha big pit. in the main passage about 50 or 60 feet upstream from the pit, we spotted
a hole in the c¢eiling that looked like it matched what wea had seen from above. We would see
naxt trip. -

West of Eden

On the weskend of August 17 we raturned to survey the foimation area and the
second connection to known cave. It junctioned pracissly whers we axpacted {see map).
while Richard, David Shopp and | surveyed, John Chang, David Chang, and Jeff Kwiatkowski
pushed a slanting fissure passage to the west which ultimately crossed over the main routs
with sevaral windows overlooking the passage above the big pit. This area s also very weil
dacorated with whita "bacon rind"draperies and helectites and requires soma care 1o traverse
without damage.

Saveral westerly leads were found and laft for the next trip. The general trend of the
cave suggasts that more north/south passages may be found if we can go far enough o the
west. :
On Septsmber 7th we returned to Crystal to drap a pit discovered off the main passage
just before the 70 foot drop. it was originally entered by passing over the top of the main
tunriel from tha east side and than making a slippery traverse. Wa later found that a simple
up climb from the main tunnel went to the same passage. This is an area of tight crevices and
showed signs of moderate travsl.

- About 75 feet to the west of tha main passags the floor dropped out of the passage
and wa cortinued cut ovar secma dubious looking wedged breakdown for 20 or 30 feat. We
camea to a iine looking shait of 35 to 40 feet that cpaned into large cave with ths sound of
water running below. Since we had never heard of the pit and didn‘t know whers it went, we
hopad it would bypass the main cave and iead to 8 new stream passage.

John Chang ragpelled down and yelled "Big cavs...goes down!”

Richard followed him down and they headed off for a iook. | sant Jeff Kwiakowski down and
then David Shopp. By the ttme ! got down they had tollowed the tunnel dowa to a connection
with main cave at the base of the 70 foot waterfall pit. [t i3 @ beautitul drop with the ulumate
rig point and one of the easiest cn/off ropes you could ask for. This route could be used to
avoid the exposure of the traverse at the top of the 70 foot pit and the water that goes with
it in wat years. The 10 foot down climb into the main cave does not requirs rope. it wouid
also maks a good sscond rope location to halp get large groups out of tha cave faster.

Atter ascanding the pit Richard and | climbed above the rig point into a high narrow
walking passage that terminated a8t an 12 foot up ¢limb to the laft and a blind 8 foot pit on
the right: Ona comer of the room had a magnificent blue boulder so it was dubbsd the blue
room. It was worth tha climb just to sae the blue rock. But tha cave is very dey here and the
rack extremely brittle, breaking off at & light touch and making excellent portable handholds.

Richard and John Chang continuad up into a low roofed crack that angled both up
toward the sntrance and back down toward the tap of the pit. The up lead was followed
about 20 feet before becoming vary tight. The route continued but they chase to explore the
dow/n passage. it finally connected through a8 circut of very tight chimneys to the top of the
40 foat pit. Wa mads a rough survey with general deciinations and inclinations because nons
of us awns & proper compass. Tha easterly survey through the formation arsas was donsa in
a traditional Brunton and tape manner. The raugh survay is denated in dotted linss on the
map. - - . : :

Portions of this extensive upper level have evidence of pravious entry but the
formation areas appsarad untraveled and the very highest sactions on the west side appearad
virgin. Obviously pecple had pokad into tha uppermost lsvels via main cave connections, but
had sntared only one small saction of the decorated areas. The 4U 10Ul pit araa is vary closa
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to main cava but | heve never heard of this route to the bottom. | suspect that since this cave
is very wet in the spring. some of the rocks have shifted to expose ths voids that intrigued
us on the eastern side. As to the western passagss, Idoes anyanga out thera know about them?

Mast of the floors are massiva breakdown blocks that divida
narrow stream passages and many small leads remain through the rocks. The surprising
amount of decoration has {until now) been preserved by the sheer danger of entering the
passages from below. Since we had approached from above we could send ths loose rocks
down without endangsering ourselves (no formations ware damaged}. | sm again raminded that
caves ara tha only wildérnass argas on the planet that get larger svery year becauss mare
cavas {and passages) are discovered. Our real survey added over 350 fest to tha cave with
zn conservatively astimated 700 feet left to map. Soma of this passagse is 10 feet wide and
60 feet tall and should have been mapped previously if it was known. This adds a substantial
percentage of passage to a-cave that was only 2,041 faat long.

| must emphasize the extrems instabiiity of the areas described above. I have been 10

anly one cave that had so much potential for rackfall and that was Neff Canyon cave in Utah
Wa have done a lot of “gardenmg of this route but it needs more stabilizing 10 make it 3
really usaful bypass.

We had two near misses with rockfail. At the first down climb one caver ended up
straddied across tha chimnsy with a 200 pound boulder sitting in his lap. Another 150 pound
rock fell across the lags of a caver when he tocuched it. This does pot count the many small
rocks bouncing off helmets. into ayes etc. The aptly named teeter 1otter rock weighs just
slightly less than an average size elephant.

I'also sdd the conservation caution of traveling the newly found decorated areas. We
have ‘'agged some sactions but much remains unflagged. It is expectad that these sections
will attract more cavers to Crystal 67. Fleass be carseful.

EDITORIAL

Writing for "The Explorer” forced me to consider tha'issue of rgvealing in print the new
formation areas of Crystal 67,
| could have left out the formation references and | doubt that many.pesople would visit the
areas but | do not subscribe 10 the notipn that secracy 1$ tha best or only way to protact a
cava. Simply travsiing through a cave will causs some damaga but other cavers deserve the
right to enjoy the "pretty stuff”. I don't have the wisdom to dacide who deserves to be told.
The ulv'mnte logic of sacrecy is that the most ardent cave consarvatianists are the people that
gan‘t « ster *hg cave at all 2~ | s ngest that they must practice this philosaphy to mamtam
thiar crauibn:!

Wio ,y a orice {or rathor lne cave pays a price} for our visitations and my only hope
is to educsc: civars and keep the damage to 8 minimum. Tha indiscriminats traval over
format nns must be avoided, and dsliberate damage to any cavs is unforgivabls, The "benefit
cf the dash ™ ph'osephly is dangerous for the cave but the alternatwe ig dictatorial and
dis. sspectful af cav-:cs in general.

Ny moughts ars more concernad with the issue of sacrecy and that unanswerablg.

"wha deci:: ‘ssug. Qut of respect to cavers, { owe it to them to tell the entire story. It is
a "ersonal duclslon based on hope and the belief that most cavers ars not vandals. if not for
the pe--cla who trusted and taught ma, how would | have ever Isarned to love caves or sge
them in ine first ptaca?



