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TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE 
 

 

The Tree Mortality Task Force is comprised of state and federal agencies, 
local governments, utilities, and various stakeholders that will coordinate 
emergency protective actions, and monitor ongoing conditions to address 
the tree mortality resulting from four years of unprecedented drought and 
the resulting bark beetle infestations across large regions of the State. 

 

Management Objectives: 

• Provide for public health and safety of persons and property in 
identified high hazard zones. 
 

• Ensure efforts associated with implementation of the directives 
contained in the Governor’s State of Emergency Proclamation remain 
coordinated. 
 

• Ensure continuous communication among state, federal, tribal and 
local governments, as well as with other non-governmental 
organizations assigned to the task force. 
 

• Provide consistent and coordinated messaging between task force 
member agencies and the public. 
 

• Manage projects and programs in a financially responsible and 
efficient manner. 

 



 

TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE 
 

 

 

Working Group Objectives: 

• Identify existing efforts to mitigate tree mortality in high hazard zones. 
 

• Identify an organizational structure and plan of action. 
 

• Establish working groups, as appropriate, to address various aspects 
identified in the Governor’s State of Emergency Proclamation. 
 

• Facilitate the information flow between state, federal, tribal and local 
governments, utilities, and other non-governmental organizations on 
efforts towards meeting the items addressed in the Governor’s State 
of Emergency Proclamation. 
 

• Ensure project activities and resources are coordinated. 
 

• Identify potential funding sources. 
 

• Coordinate with other state-level initiatives, such as the Forest 
Climate Action Team and California Forest Biomass Working Group. 
 

• Identify and evaluate the availability of wood products markets, and 
determine whether expanded wood products markets can be 
developed. 
 

• Develop and maintain a website for the dissemination of information. 
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9. Logistics Section

Kim Carr

Kim Carr

Angie Lottes

Evan Johnson

 ORGANIZATION ASSIGNMENT LIST

        a. Group - Forest Health and Resilience

5. Multiagency Coordination Group

10. Working Groups

Tom Smith

Chris Keithley
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        b. Group - Mapping and Monitoring
Mark Rosenberg

11. Finance Section

Chris Fischer

        b. Group - Pubic Outreach

Daniel Berlant

        c. Group - Prescribed Fire

Nick Goulette

Craig Thomas

Staci Heaton

        d. Group - Regulations
Matt Reischman

        g. Group - Utilization - Market Development

6. Task Force Leader and Staff

8. Planning Section

Sandy Goldberg

7. Agency Representative Tom Lutzenberger

        e. Group - Resource Allocation
Thom Porter

        f. Group - Utilization - Bioenergy 



TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS 

FOREST HEALTH AND 
RESILIENCE GROUP 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Tom Smith CAL FIRE 916-599-6882 tom.smith@fire.ca.gov 
Chris Keithley CAL FIRE 916-445-5344 chris.keithley@fire.ca.gov 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Rich Wade Board of Forestry 530-644-2311 RWade@spi-ind.com 
Sherry Hazelhurst USFS 707-562-8920 shazelhurst@fs.fed.us 
Ashley Conrad-Saydah Cal EPA 916-324-5012 Ashley.Conrad-Saydah@calepa.ca.gov 
Brian Nowicki Center for Bio Diversity 916-201-6938 bnowicki@biologicaldiversity.org 

Claire Jahns CA Natural Resources 
Agency 916-653-5608 Claire.Jahns@resources.ca.gov 

Staci Heaton RCRC 916-447-4806 sheaton@rcrcnet.org 
Richard Forster CSAC 209-223-6492 rforster@amadorgov.org 

Larry Camp Forest Landowners of 
CA  ldccac@sbcglobal.net 

Clayton Code CLFA 530-378-8153 ccode@spi-ind.com 
George “YG” Gentry CFA 916-444-6592 georgeg@calforests.org 
Jim Branham SNC 530-823-4667 Jim.Branham@sierranevada.ca.gov 

Darla Guenzler CA Council of Land 
Trusts 916-497-0272 darla@calandtrusts.org 

Cedric Twight SPI 530-378-8000 ctwight@spi-ind.com 
Liz Forsburg Nature Conservancy 415-418-6511 eforsburg@tnc.org 
Craig Thomas Sierra Forest Legacy 916-708-9409 craig@sierraforestlegacy.org 

Chuck Henderson American Forest 
Foundation 650-619-6711 chuck@forestforward.net 

Jay Chamberlin State Parks 916-653-9542 Jay.Chamberlin@parks.ca.gov 
Karen Magliano CARB 916-322-7137 Karen.magliano@arb.ca.gov 
Margarita Gordus CDFW 559-243-4014, 236 margarita.gordus@wildlife.ca.gov 
Paul Mason Pacific Forest Trust 415-561-0700 pmason@pacificforest.org 
Chris Zimny NRCS 530-792-5655 Chris.Zimny@ca.usda.gov 
Vance Russell Natl Forest Foundation 530-758-2609 vrussell@nationalforests.org 
Jeffrey Smyly PG&E 415-973-6042 J8S2@pge.com 

Tom Fry American Forest 
Foundation 571-480-1048 tfry@forestfoundation.org 

David Pegos CDFA 916-654-0317 david.pegos@cdfa.ca.gov 
Monte Kawahara BLM 916-941-3199 mkawahara@blm.gov 
John Amodio YSS 916-456-0734 jamodio@msn.com 

Christopher Fettig USFS PSW Research 
Station 707-562-8920 shazelhurst@fs.fed.us 

Sherri Brennan Tuolumne County 209-533-5521 sbrennan@co.tuolumne.ca.us 
(see next page) 
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 Group Objectives 
1. Evaluate resource impacts associated with the removal of trees. 
2. Monitor forest health and resilience as a result of tree removal efforts. 
3. Evaluate and monitor overall forest health. 
4. Provide guidelines for how to achieve long-term forest health and resilience. 
5. Work cooperatively with landowners and agencies to implement forest health and resilience guidelines at a 

landscape level across ownership boundaries.  
6. Provide regular updates at Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication and geographic 

coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders.               
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Special Instructions 
• Work assignments are consistent with Directives 2 and 19 of the State of Emergency Proclamation. 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 
 

 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony 

 Date Prepared 
June 1, 2016 
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TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS 

MAPPING AND MONITORING 
GROUP 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Mark Rosenberg CAL FIRE 916-445-5366 mark.rosenberg@fire.ca.gov 
Chris Fischer USFS 707-562-8921 cfischer@fs.fed.us 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Ashley Conrad-Saydah  Cal EPA 916-324-5012 Ashley.Conrad-Saydah@calepa.ca.gov 
Russ Henly CNRA 916-651-3139 Russ.henly@resources.ca.gov 
Darold Heikens Caltrans 916-531-5329 darold.heikens@dot.ca.gov 
Jay Chamberlin State Parks 916-653-9542 Jay.Chamberlin@parks.ca.gov  
Liz VanWagtendonk SNC 209-742-0484 liz.vanwagtendonk@sierranevada.ca.gov 

George “YG” Gentry CFA 916-444-6592 georgeg@calforests.org 

Rick Spurlock IHI Power Services Corp 559-264-4575 rspurlock@rbfresno.com 
Steve Kelly Ind Energy Producers 916-448-9499 Steven@iepa.com 
Niel Fischer PG&E  NEF3@pge.com 
Steve Hallmark SMUD 916-732-6251 Steve.Hallmark@smud.org 
John Sowers SDG&E 619-818-7460 JSowers@semprautilities.com 
Mario De Bernardo NCPA 916-781-4222 mario.debernardo@ncpa.com 
Rod Brewer So California Edison 916-551-3633 Roderick.brewer@sce.com  
Tom Fry AFF 571-480-1048 tfry@forestfoundation.org 
Emily Ebba Meriam Mariposa County 209-966-5151 emeriam@mariposacounty.org 
Dean Friedli Calaveras County 209-754-6037 dfriedli@co.calaveras.ca.us 
Pedro Ornales Tulare County 559-624-7145 POrnelas@co.tulare.ca.us 
Group Objectives 
1. Identify areas of the state that represent high hazard zones for wildfire and falling trees associated with 

elevated tree mortality and a corresponding threat to public safety, community assets and related 
infrastructure. 

2. Work with CAL FIRE Units, USFS, and other stakeholders to validate, refine and finalize high hazard zones at 
the local level. 

3. Provide a web viewer and other GIS tools as needed to support tracking tree mortality and tree removal 
projects. Coordinate the tracking of treatment projects through CAL MAPPER for CAL FIRE and other data 
entry systems used by agency partners. Explore the use of web-based data entry tools for local entities. 

4. Gather geospatial data from Caltrans and DGS where wood chips can by utilized as mulch at state facilities as 
well as on highway and road corridors. 

5. Coordinate with the Regulations Group to map storage/utilization locations for woody biomass. 
6. Address monitoring needs to update information on changes in the extent of tree mortality. 
7. Identify areas where additional research and development or new technologies are needed and make 

recommendation to full task force for appropriate delegation and action. 
8. Provide maps and other needed updates at regular Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication 

and geographic coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders. 
Special Instructions 
• Work assignments are consistent with Directives 1, 5 and 19 of the State of Emergency Proclamation. 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 

 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony 

 Date Prepared 
 June 1, 2016 
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TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS PRESCRIBED FIRE GROUP 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Nick Goulette Northern CA Prescribed 
Fire Council 530-628-4206 nickg@hayfork.net 

Craig Thomas Sierra Forest Legacy 916-708-9409 craig@sierraforestlegacy.org 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Jim Branham  SNC 530-823-4667 Jim.Branham@sierranevada.ca.gov 
Alan Abbs CAPCOA 916-441-5700 alan@capcoa.org 
Helge Eng CAL FIRE 916-653-5000 helge.eng@fire.ca.gov 
Karen Magliano CARB 916-322-7137 Karen.magliano@arb.ca.gov 
Rob Griffith USFS 707-562-8695 rgriffith@fs.fed.us 

Lenya Quinn-Davidson Northern CA Prescribed 
Fire Council 707-272-0637 nwcapfc@gmail.com 

Rich Wade Board of Forestry 530-644-2311 RWade@spi-ind.com 
Jennifer Garcia CDFW 916-358-2955 jennifer.garcia@wildlife.ca.gov 
Justin Oldfield CA Cattlemen’s Assoc 916-444-0845 justin@calcattlemen.org 

Darla Guenzler CA Council of Land 
Trusts 916-497-0272 darla@calandtrusts.org 

Liz Forsburg Nature Conservancy 415-418-6511 eforsburg@tnc.org 
Jeff Armstrong Cal Chiefs 760-373-8606 jarmstrong@calcityfire.us 
Brian Nowicki Center for Bio Diversity 916-201-6938 bnowicki@biologicaldiversity.org 
Jay Chamberlin State Parks 916-653-9542 Jay.Chamberlin@parks.ca.gov  
Chris Zimny NRCS 530-792-5655 Chris.Zimny@ca.usda.gov 
Sam Marouk BLM 916-978-4437 smarouk@blm.gov 
Neil Pilgard Tulare County 559-624-7220 NPilegar@co.tulare.ca.us 
Group Objectives 
1. Work with appropriate federal, state and local agencies, as well other stakeholders, to expand the practice of 

prescribed burns and increase the number of allowable burn days on a temporary basis to burn tree waste 
removed from high hazard zones. 

2. Review pertinent federal and state law that regulates control burns and burn days to identify efficiencies and 
develop streamlined processes.  Coordinate with the Regulations Group as needed.   

3. Conduct public meetings as appropriate on regulations and guidelines developed pursuant to the Directives in 
the Proclamation. 

4. Coordinate public education messaging efforts with the Public Outreach Group on the ecological and other 
management benefits associated with prescribed fire. 

5. Provide regular updates at Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication and geographic 
coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders. 

 Special Instructions 
• Work assignments are consistent with Directives 7, 15 and 17 of the State of Emergency Proclamation. 
• Suspension of regulations are specific to high hazard zones. 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 

 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony 

 Date Prepared 
 June 1, 2016 
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TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS PUBLIC OUTREACH 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Daniel Berlant CAL FIRE 916-651-3473 Daniel.Berlant@fire.ca.gov  
Staci Heaton RCRC 916-447-4806 sheaton@rcrcnet.org 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Sam Chiu CA Natural Resources 
Agency 916-651-7585 Sam.Chiu@resources.ca.gov 

Brittany Covich SNC 530-823-4686 Brittany.Covich@sierranevada.ca.gov 
Sherry Reckler USFS 707-562-9016 sreckler@fs.fed.us 
Jerry Davies CA Fire Safe Council 805-559-0082 jerrydavies55@gmail.com 
Lindsay VanLaningham CFA 916-444-6592 lindsayv@calforests.org 
Rick Spurlock IHI Power Services Corp 559-264-4575 rspurlock@rbfresno.com 
Steve Kelly Ind Energy Producers 916-448-9499 Steven@iepa.com 
Lynsey Paulo 
Slojkowski PG&E 415-973-5930 SDLA@pge.com 

Steve Sorey SMUD 916-732-6521 Steve.Sorey@smud.org 
John Sowers SDG&E 619-818-7460 JSowers@semprautilities.com 
Rod Brewer So California Edison 916-551-3633 Roderick.brewer@sce.com  
Matt Cate CSAC 916-327-7500 mcate@counties.org 
Julia Levin Bioenergy Assoc of CA 510-610-1733 jlevin@bioenergyca.org 
Cody Naylor CPUC 415-703-4372 cody.naylor@cpuc.ca.gov 
David Pegos CDFA 916-654-0317 david.pegos@cdfa.ca.gov 
Jonathan Groveman NRCS 530-792-5692 jonathan.groveman@ca.usda.gov 
Carrie Crane Tulare County 559-636-5037 CCrane@co.tulare.ca.us 
Group Objectives 
1. Provide for coordinated communications and public information program for the public, elected officials and 

involved entities. 
2. Utilize social media (website, twitter, facebook, etc.) for information dispersal. 
3. Distribute and post Guidelines, Frequently Asked Questions, etc.  
4. Use existing public education materials and deveop new public education materials based on needs of the 

incident. 
5. Assist local groups with messaging and communications to ensure a consistent message at the local level. 
6. Act as clearinghouse for information. 
7. Provide regular updates at Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication and geographic 

coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders. 
8. Coordinate communication and tours with legislative staff at the local, state and federal levels. 

Special Instructions 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 

 
 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony 

 Date Prepared 
 June 1, 2016 
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TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS REGULATIONS GROUP 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Matt Reischman CAL FIRE 916-653-9447 Matthew.reischman@fire.ca.gov 
Sandy Goldberg OPR 916-397-0409 Sandy.Goldberg@opr.ca.gov 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Rich Wade Board of Forestry 530-644-2311 RWade@spi-ind.com 
Bill Condon CDFW 916-651-3110 William.Condon@wildlife.ca.gov 

Phillip Crader Water Resoures Control 
Board 916-341-5500 Phillip.Crader@waterboards.ca.gov 

Kristin Peer Cal EPA 916-322-7310 Kristin.Peer@calepa.ca.gov 

Russ Henly CA Natural Resources 
Agency 916-651-3139 Russ.henly@resources.ca.gov 

Heather Baugh CA Natural Resources 
Agency 916-653-8152 Heather.Baugh@resources.ca.gov 

Debbie Franco OPR 916-322-0553 Debbie.Davis@opr.ca.gov 
Maria Sotero CPUC 415-703-2494 Maria.Sotero@cpuc.ca.gov 
Rosemarie Smallcombe Mariposa County 209-966-3222 rsmallcombe@mariposacounty.org 
Scott Tangenberg USFS 209-532-3671 x232 stangenberg@fs.fed.us 
David Bischel CFA 916-444-6592 davidb@calforests.org 
Clayton Code CLFA 916-913-9970 ccode@spi-ind.com 
Liz Forsburg Nature Conservancy 415-418-6511 eforsburg@tnc.org 
Brian Nowicki Center for Bio Diversity 916-201-6938 bnowicki@biologicaldiversity.org 
Craig Thomas Sierra Forest Legacy 916-708-9409 craig@sierraforestlegacy.org 
Luana Kiger NRCS 530-792-5661 Luana.Kiger@ca.usda.gov 
Niel Fischer PG&E  NEF3@pge.com 
Greg Andersen CAL FIRE-OSFM 916-327-4998 greg.andersen@fire.ca.gov 
Christiana Darlington CLERE Inc 530-305-4433 darlingtonlaw@gmail.com 
Christy Carroll Department of Insurance 916-492-3283 christina.carroll@insurance.ca.gov 
Alan Abbs CAPCOA 916-441-5700 alan@capcoa.org 
Darold Heikens Caltrans 916-531-5329 darold.heikens@dot.ca.gov 
Staci Heaton RCRC 916-447-4806 sheaton@rcrcnet.org 
Paul Bannister BLM 916-978-4433 pbannist@blm.gov 
Patrick Nevis GO-Biz  Patrick.Nevis@gov.ca.gov 
Nancy Woods Tulare County 559-624-7049 NLWoods@co.tulare.ca.us 
 
 
 
 
 

(see next page) 
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Group Objectives 
1. Support local-level identification of community storage locations for removed trees by: 

a. Providing resources to assist local entities with regulations, agreements and policies associated with 
storage facilities. 

b. Developing guidelines to limit liability related to the use of storage facilities. 
c. Identifying applicable safety regulations associated with the use of such storage sites. 

2. Encourage local entities to consider storage locations that can also act as utilization sites for various wood 
products and bioenergy production as appropriate.   

3. Coordinate with the Resource Allocation Group and Bioenergy Group on distribution and location of portable 
equipment across high hazard zones. 

4. Develop emergency guidelines setting forth the relevant criteria to remove dead and dying trees and incidental 
vegetation in high hazard zones (CAL FIRE). 

5. Conduct public meetings as appropriate on regulations and guidelines developed pursuant to the Directives in 
the Proclamation. 

6. Provide regular updates at Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication and geographic 
coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders. 

Special Instructions 
• Work assignments are consistent with Directives 2, 3, 7, 15 and 17 of the State of Emergency Proclamation. 
• Suspension of regulations are specific to high hazard zones. 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 

 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony 

 Date Prepared 
 June 1, 2016 
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TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS RESOURCE ALLOCATION 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Thom Porter CAL FIRE 951-320-6165 thomas.porter@fire.ca.gov 
Tom Lutzenberger CAL FIRE 916-869-9040 thomas.lutzenberger@fire.ca.gov 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Karen Finn Department of Finance 916-324-0043 karen.finn@dof.ca.gov 
Sheri Elliott USFS 707-562-9028 selliott@fs.fed.us 
Luana Kiger NRCS 530-792-5661 Luana.Kiger@ca.usda.gov 
Charles Rabamad CAL OES 916-835-9749 Charles.Rabamad@CalOES.ca.gov  
Darold Heikens Caltrans 916-531-5329 darold.heikens@dot.ca.gov 
Gerald Jones BIA 916-978-6076 gerald.jones@bia.gov 
Eric Mandell DGS 916-375-4501 Eric.mandell@dgs.ca.gov 
Bruce Saito CCC 916-341-3177 Bruce.saito@ccc.ca.gov 
Matt Henigan Cal Gov Ops Agency 916-651-9011 Matt.henigan@govops.ca.gov 

Garin Casaleggio CA Labor and Workforce 
Development 916-653-9928 garin.casaleggio@labor.ca.gov 

Evan Johnson Cal Recycle 916-341-6310 Evan.Johnson@calrecycle.ca.gov 
Debbie Franco OPR 916-322-0553 Debbie.Davis@opr.ca.gov 
Bill Condon CDFW 916-651-3110 William.Condon@wildlife.ca.gov 
Charlotte TerKeurst CPUC 415-703-3124 charlotte.terkeurst@cpuc.ca.gov 
Elissa Brown SNC 559-877-2432 elissa.brown@sierranevada.ca.gov 
Rick Spurlock IHI Power Services Corp 559-264-4575 rspurlock@rbfresno.com 
Steve Kelly Ind Energy Producers 916-448-9499 Steven@iepa.com 
Matthew Plummer PG&E 415-973-3477 M3Pu@pge.com 
Steve Sorey SMUD 916-732-6521 Steve.Sorey@smud.org 
John Sowers SDG&E 619-818-7460 JSowers@semprautilities.com 
Rod Brewer So California Edison 916-551-3633 Roderick.brewer@sce.com  
Craig Thomas Sierra Forest Legacy 916-708-9409 craig@sierraforestlegacy.org 
Karen Buhr CARCD 916-457-7904 karen-buhr@carcd.org 
Jeff Armstrong Cal Chiefs 760-373-8606 jarmstrong@calcityfire.us 
Brian Rueger Tule River Tribe 559-783-8892 brueger@ocsnet.net 

Dore Bietz Tuolumne Band of 
Mewuk Indians 209-928-5304 DBietz@mewuk.com 

Kevin Cann Mariposa County 209-966-3222 kcann@mariposacounty.org 
Tracie Riggs Tuolumne County 209-533-5511 triggs@co.tuolumne.ca.us 
Don Florence Mariposa County OES 209-742-1306 dflorence@mariposacounty.org 
Jay Chamberlin State Parks 916-653-9542 Jay.Chamberlin@parks.ca.gov 
Jose Luis Marquez EDD 916-654-8815 JoseLuis.Marquez@EDD.ca.gov 
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Jerry Davies CA Fire Safe Council 805-559-0082 jerrydavies55@gmail.com 
Karen Baker Cal Volunteers 916-323-7646 karen.baker@californiavolunteers.ca.gov 

Carol Pranka USDA Rural Develop 530-574-7410 carol.pranka@ca.usda.gov 
George “YG” Gentry CFA 916-444-6592 georgeg@calforests.org 
Sarah Peterson NFWF 415-778-0999 Sarah.peterson@nfwf.org 

Chuck Henderson American Forest 
Foundation 650-619-6711 chuck@shastaforests.com 

Charlie Norman Tulare County 559-622-7601 CNorman@co.tulare.ca.us 
Este Stifel BLM 703-424-0802 astifel@blm.gov 
Group Objectives 
1. Coordinate efforts with local entities to remove dead or dying trees in high hazard zones that threaten power 

lines, roads and other evacuation corridors, critical community infrastructure, and other existing structures.  
2. Work with impacted counties to distribute portable equipment based on local and regional priorities. 
3. Encourage isolated communities to use portable equipment to remove and process wood waste locally. 
4. Provide local government assistance as appropriate under the authority of the California Disaster Assistance 

Act (Cal OES). 
5. Request immediate assistance through the Federal Highway Administration's Emergency Relief Program to 

obtain federal assistance for removal of dead and dying trees adjacent to highways (Caltrans). 
6. Develop and maintain an inter-agency funding matrix displaying all potential sources of funding and landowner 

assistance programs. 
7. Engage impacted local communities with funding fairs. 
8. Appropriately pursue, manage, utilize and distribute future funding sources consistent with the Directives 

within the Proclamation. 
9. Provide regular updates at Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication and geographic 

coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders. 

Special Instructions 
• Work assignments are consistent with Directives 2, 4, 6, 16  and 18 of the State of Emergency Proclamation. 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 
• Approval by the Department of Finance is required prior to execution of any contract entered into pursuant to 

the State of Emergency Proclamation Directives. 
 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony 

 Date Prepared 
  June 1, 2016 

TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE - ICS 204  
 

mailto:jerrydavies55@gmail.com
mailto:karen.baker@californiavolunteers.ca.gov
mailto:carol.pranka@ca.usda.gov
mailto:georgeg@calforests.org
mailto:Sarah.peterson@nfwf.org
mailto:chuck@shastaforests.com
mailto:CNorman@co.tulare.ca.us
mailto:astifel@blm.gov


TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS 

UTILIZATION- BIOENERGY 
GROUP 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Kim Carr CAL FIRE 530-301-7516 kim.carr@fire.ca.gov 

Angie Lottes CA Forest Biomass 
Working Group 314-610-2237 angie@thewatershedcenter.com 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Le-Huy Nguyen CA Energy Commission 916-654-4599 le-huy.nguyen@energy.ca.gov 
Maria Sotero CPUC 415-703-2494 Maria.Sotero@cpuc.ca.gov 
Cynthia Walker CPUC  cynthia.walker@cpuc.ca.gov 

Claire Jahns CA Natural Resources 
Agency 916-653-5608 Claire.Jahns@resources.ca.gov 

Ashley Conrad-Saydah Cal EPA 916-324-5012 Ashley.Conrad-Saydah@calepa.ca.gov 
Steve Brink  CFA 916-444-6592 steveb@calforests.org 
Christiana Darlington Placer APCD 530-305-4433 darlingtonlaw@gmail.com 
Matt Henigan Cal Gov Ops Agency 916-651-9011 Matt.henigan@govops.ca.gov 
Rich Wade Board of Forestry 530-644-2311 RWade@spi-ind.com 
Larry Swan USFS 707-562-8917 lswan01@fs.fed.us 
Sandy Goldberg OPR 916-397-0409 Sandy.Goldberg@opr.ca.gov 
Evan Johnson CalRecycle 916-341-6310 Evan.Johnson@calrecycle.ca.gov 
Jenny Moffitt CDFA 916-403-6706 Jenny.LesterMoffitt@cdfa.ca.gov 
Brett Storey Placer County  530-745-3011 BStorey@placer.ca.gov 
Julia Levin Bioenergy Assoc of CA 510-610-1733 jlevin@bioenergyca.org 

Julee Malinowski-Ball CA Biomass Energy 
Alliance 916-802-8400 Julee@ppallc.com 

Steve Kelly Ind Energy Producers 916-448-9499 Steven@iepa.com 
Rick Spurlock IHI Power Services Corp 559-264-4575 rspurlock@rbfresno.com 
Matthew Plummer PG&E 415-973-3477 M3Pu@pge.com 
Steve Sorey SMUD 916-732-6521 Steve.Sorey@smud.org 
John Sowers SDG&E 619-818-7460 JSowers@semprautilities.com 
Rod Brewer So California Edison 916-551-3633 Roderick.brewer@sce.com  
Rosemarie Smallcombe Mariposa County 209-966-3222 rsmallcombe@mariposacounty.org 
Brittany Dyer Madera County 559-662-6050 brittany.dyer@co.madera.ca.gov 
Debbie Poochigian Fresno County 559-600-5000 district5@co.fresno.ca.us 
Staci Heaton RCRC 916-447-4806 sheaton@rcrcnet.org 
David Branchcomb SPI 530-378-8412 dbranchcomb@spi-ind.com 
Rizaldo Aldas CA Energy Commission 916-327-1417 Rizaldo.aldas@energy.ca.gov 

Mike Muston Buena Vista Biomass 
Power 952-484-7419 mike.muston@otoka.com 

Greg Stangl Phoenix Energy 415-286-7822 stangl@phoenixenergy.net 
Patrick Nevis GO-Biz  Patrick.Nevis@gov.ca.gov 
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Larry Osborne Dinuba Energy 530-318-0609  
Taylor Miller YSS 916-203-3399 tomiller99@hotmail.com 
Skip Barwick Delano  skipbarwick@yahoo.com 
Group Objectives 
1. Extend contracts on existing forest bioenergy facilities receiving feedstock from high hazard zones (CPUC). 
2. Ensure contracts for new forest bioenergy facilities that receive feedstock from high hazard zones can be 

executed within six months (CPUC). 
3. Initiate targeted renewable auction mechanism and consideration of adjustments to the BioMat Program 

(CPUC). 
4. No later than six months after the BioMat program begins, evaluate the need for revisions to the program to 

facilitate contracts for forest bioenergy facilities (CPUC). 
5. Prioritize facilitation of interconnection agreements for forest bioenergy facilities in high hazard zones 

(CPUC). 
6. Prioritize grant funding from the Electric Program Investment Charge for woody biomass-to-energy 

technology, consistent with direction from CPUC (CEC). 
7. Work with bioenergy facilities that accept forest biomass from high hazard zones to identify potential funds to 

offset higher feedstock costs (CAL FIRE, CEC). 
8. Work with land managers to estimate biomass feedstock availability, storage locations, and volumes that may 

be available for use as bioenergy feedstock at existing and new facilities. 
9. Identify and develop new energy technologies for biomass (e.g. biofuels, etc). 
10. Create and expand markets for bioenergy by-products (e.g. biochar, heat, etc). 
11. Provide regular updates at Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication and geographic 

coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders. 

Special Instructions 
• Work assignments are consistent with Directives 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the State of Emergency 

Proclamation. 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 

 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony  

 Date Prepared 
 June 1, 2016 
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TREE MORTALITY TASK FORCE  
WORKING GROUP ASSIGNMENTS 

UTILIZATION- MARKET 
DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

GROUP LEADER(S) 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Evan Johnson CalRecycle 916-341-6310 Evan.johnson@calrecycle.ca.gov 
Kim Carr CAL FIRE 530-301-7516 kim.carr@fire.ca.gov 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS ASSIGNED 
Name Agency Contact Number Email 

Eric Mandell DGS 916-375-4501 Eric.mandell@dgs.ca.gov 
Darold Heikens Caltrans 916-531-5329 darold.heikens@dot.ca.gov 
Debbie Franco OPR 916-322-0553 Debbie.Davis@opr.ca.gov 
Bob Kingman SNC 530-823-4678 Bob.Kingman@sierranevada.ca.gov 
Jerry Bird USFS 916-498-5324 jkbird@fs.fed.us 
Julia Levin Bioenergy Assoc of CA 510-610-1733 jlevin@bioenergyca.org 

Julee Malinowski-Ball CA Biomass Energy 
Alliance 916-802-8400 Julee@ppallc.com 

Claire Jahns CA Natural Resources 
Agency 916-653-5608 Claire.Jahns@resources.ca.gov 

Steve Brink  CFA 916-444-6592 steveb@calforests.org 
Clayton Code CLFA 916-913-9970 ccode@spi-ind.com 

Charll Stoneman Forest Landowners of 
CA 877-326-3778 stoneman_forestry@sbcglobal.net 

Craig Thomas Sierra Forest Legacy 916-708-9409 craig@sierraforestlegacy.org 
Cedric Twight SPI 530-378-8000 ctwight@spi-ind.com 
Stephen Bakken State Parks 916-654-9934 Stephen.bakken@parks.ca.gov 
Matthew Plummer PG&E 415-973-3477 M3Pu@pge.com 
Vance Russell Natl Forest Foundation 530-758-2609 vrussell@nationalforests.org 
Matt Henigan Cal Gov Ops Agency 916-651-9011 Matt.henigan@govops.ca.gov 

Angie Lottes CA Forest Biomass 
Working Group 314-610-2237 angie@thewatershedcenter.com 

Jenny Moffitt CDFA 916-403-6706 Jenny.LesterMoffitt@cdfa.ca.gov 
Brian Nowicki Center for Bio Diversity 916-201-6938 bnowicki@biologicaldiversity.org 
Patrick Nevis GO-Biz  Patrick.Nevis@gov.ca.gov 
Group Objectives 
1. Work with affected counties and existing wood product markets to determine the feasibility for expanded wood 

product markets in California. 
2. Provide for highest and best use of wood products. 
3. Identify and develop new technologies for biomass products (laminated wood products, etc.) 
4. Identify rules or regulations which may block the development of a utilization market. 
5. Provide regular updates at Task Force meetings to ensure effective communication and geographic 

coordination among all task force groups and stakeholders. 
Special Instructions 
• Work assignments are consistent with Directive 14 of the State of Emergency Proclamation. 
• Work with other federal, state, local, tribal, private and non-governmental entities as needed. 

 Prepared By (Planning Section Chief) 
 Chris Anthony 

 Date Prepared 
 June 1, 2016 
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DATA SOURCES
Communities (FRAP, v13_1)

Tier One (Direct)High Hazard Zones (FRAP, Dec 2015), utilizing:
Aerial Detection Survey (USFS, Dec 2015), various asset layers (FRAP, Dec 2015)

Tier Two (Indirect) High Hazard Zones (FRAP, Feb, 2016), utilizing:
Aerial Detection Survey (USFS, Dec 2015), HUC 12 WBD (USGS, 2015), 

NHD (USGS, 2015), FRID, (USFS, 2014),
various asset layers (FRAP, Dec 2015)

Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor, State of California
John Laird, Secretary for Resources, The Natural Resources Agency

Ken Pimlott, Director, Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

The State of California and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection make no representations 
or warranties regarding the accuracy of data or maps.  Neither the State nor the Department shall be 
liable under any circumstances for any direct, special, incidental, or consequential damages with 
respect to any claim by any user or third party on account of, or arising from, the use of data or maps.

Obtain FRAP maps, data, metadata and publications on the Internet at http://frap.cdf.ca.gov
For more information, contact CAL FIRE - FRAP, PO Box 944246, Sacramento, CA 94244-2460, (916) 327-3939.
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Tier 1 High Hazard Zones:
These are the zones in direct proximity to communities, roads, and utility lines. 
They represent a direct threat to public safety. Tier 1 HHZ is already completed 
and is currently available on theTree Mortality Task Force (TMTF) viewer.

Tier 2 High Hazard Zones: 
These are high hazard zones defined by watersheds (HUC 12, average 24,000 
acres) that  have significant tree mortality as well as significant community and 
natural resource assets. Work at the Tier 2 level addresses the immediate threat 
of falling trees and fire risk, and also supports broader forest health and landscape 
level fire planning issues.  
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