STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Appendix B - CFIP 2019-2020 Proposition 68 Additional Grant Guidelines
Introduction
This appendix includes information for the use of funds provided by Proposition 68 (Prop 68), the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018 as administered by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). CAL FIRE expects to award at least $8.2 million of Prop 68 funding for the California Forest Improvement Program (CFIP) in fiscal year 2019-2020. 
This appendix is intended to serve as additional information that is specific to the Prop 68 fund. Several elements of the grants process are specifically not included in this appendix because they are included in the preceding CFIP User’s Guide. The User’s Guide establishes the process and general requirements and criteria that will be used to solicit applications, evaluate applications, and award grants of Proposition 68 funds through CAL FIRE’s California Forest Improvement Program. Please refer to the body of the User’s Guide for any specific information regarding eligibility, project selection, invoicing and other program requirements. 
14 CCR § 1525 California Forest Improvement Act of 1978 PRC sections 4790 - 4799.05
CAL FIRE’s California Forest Improvement Program provides an important resource to nonindustrial forestland owners. California’s forests are facing serious challenges due to climate change and the increased severity of pest and wildfire events. The CFIP is a successful, existing Program for the Department that provides financial and technical assistance to nonindustrial landowners throughout the State. It is important for the Program to maximize benefits to the public, run efficiently, and make effective and quantifiable progress to improve the management and health of nonindustrial forestland.
The purpose of CFIP is to encourage private and public investment in, and improved management of, California forest lands and resources. This focus is to ensure adequate high quality timber supplies, related employment and other economic benefits, and the protection, maintenance, and enhancement of a productive and stable forest resource system for the benefit of present and future generations.
The program scope includes the improvement of all forest resources including fish and wildlife habitat, and soil and water quality. Cost-share assistance is provided to private and public ownerships containing 20 to 5,000 acres of forest land. 
The following provisions are applicable to this funding opportunity:
DIVISION 45. California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 CHAPTER 1. General Provisions
80001
(b) It is the intent of the people of California that all of the following shall occur in the implementation of this division:
(1) The investment of public funds pursuant to this division will result in public benefits that address the most critical statewide needs and priorities for public funding.
(2) In the appropriation and expenditure of funding authorized by this division, priority will be given to projects that leverage private, federal, or local funding or produce the greatest public benefit.
(3) To the extent practicable, a project that receives moneys pursuant to this division will include signage informing the public that the project received funds from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018.
(4) To the extent practicable, when developing program guidelines for urban recreation projects and habitat protection or restoration projects, administering entities are encouraged to give favorable consideration to projects that provide urban recreation and protect or restore natural resources. 
(5) To the extent practicable, a project that receives moneys pursuant to this division will provide workforce education and training, contractor, and job opportunities for disadvantaged communities.
In accordance with Public Resources Code section 80010(b), the Department will post draft guidelines on its website for 30 days and hold at least three public meetings to consider comments prior to finalizing the guidelines. The California Natural Resources Agency will post the final guidelines on the bond accountability website.
80016.
To the extent feasible, a project whose application includes the use of services of the California Conservation Corps or certified community conservation corps, as defined in Section 14507.5, shall be given preference for receipt of a grant under this division.
80020.
Moneys allocated pursuant to this division shall not be used to fulfill any mitigation requirements imposed by law.
Disadvantaged and Severely Disadvantaged Communities 
The statute requires that at least 15% of the funds available shall be allocated for projects serving severely disadvantaged communities.
The bond statute defines disadvantaged communities (DAC) and severely disadvantaged communities (SDAC) as follows:
“Disadvantaged community” means a community with a median household income less than 80 percent of the statewide average.
“Severely disadvantaged community” means a community with a median household income less than 60 percent of the statewide average.
The statute requires that at least 15 percent of the funds available pursuant to each chapter shall be allocated for projects serving severely disadvantaged communities.
For locating DAC and SDAC areas, please use the following mapping tool: 
Community FactFinder


Funding Priorities
Projects funded under the CFIP program must result in ecological forest restoration and forest management practices that promote forest resilience to severe wildfire, climate change, and other disturbances.
Projects under CFIP are only eligible if they include one or more of the following activities:
· Preparation of a Forest Management Plan by a Registered Professional Forester (RPF)
· RPF Supervision of the following:
· Reforestation
· Site Preparation
· Trees and Planting
· Tree Shelters
· Stand Improvement
· Pre-commercial Thinning or Release
· Pruning
· Follow-up (includes mechanical, herbicide and/or slash disposal follow-up
· Forestland conservation practices / fish and wildlife habitat improvement
Please see the CFIP User’s Guide for a complete listing of eligible and ineligible activities.
Project Ranking
Projects will be funded based on the score achieved through the priority ranking process as established in CFIP regulation.
14 CCR § 1533. Ranking and Approval of Filed Applications. 
The Director shall periodically rank all filed applications for cost sharing agreements according to the following priority rating table. The Director may then approve filed applications in order of priority, giving consideration to administrative constraints such as seasonal variations in applications and the availability of funds that might apply to different types of projects. The Director may give preference to proposed projects which consist only of forest land conservation practices and fish and wildlife habitat improvement practices to the extent necessary to comply with PRC 4794(c).
This CFIP Ranking form (below) and associated questions are established to meet the requirements of both the California Forest Improvement Program and for the specific requirements under the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68). Specifically, items 14 and 15 are designated to add higher scores to those projects that meet those required elements under Prop 68. In evaluating projects, scores from the priority ranking process are used to determine initial rankings. To achieve equitable distribution of funds, the State may consider other factors including, but not limited to, geographic distribution of existing projects, previous project performance, disadvantaged community status and percentage of the project that is devoted to direct improvements to forest resources. 
CFIP RANKING FORM
Introduction
Authority for this ranking form comes from:
14 CCR § 1533. Ranking and Approval of Filed Applications
The Director shall periodically rank all filed applications for cost sharing agreements according to the following priority rating table. The Director may then approve filed applications in order of priority, giving consideration to administrative constraints such as seasonal variations in applications and the availability of funds that might apply to different types of projects. The Director may give preference to proposed projects which consist only of forest land conservation practices and fish and wildlife habitat improvement practices to the extent necessary to comply with Public Resources Code 4794(c).
Project Information
Date Application Received: <enter date here>
CFIP #: <enter number here>
Date Application Filed: <enter date here>
Consulting Registered Professional Forester (RPF): <enter name here>
Maximum Contract Cost: <enter cost here>
Instructions
Each project will be ranked considering the 16 factors below. This priority ranking will be used for granting project contracts on a quarterly basis where program funding will be allocated into discrete amounts and only the highest-ranking projects will be funded until the program funding allocation is reached. Applications that are not funded in their first opportunity will be forwarded for consideration in the proceeding funding window. If an application is not funded in its second attempt, the application will be returned to the landowner for revision.
1. Site Productivity. Timber site classification will be determined in the management plan according to 14 CCR 1060. Rating shall reflect a weighted average of all sites on the project area.
0. Site I – 10 points
0. Site II – 8 points
0. Site III – 6 points
0. Site IV – 4 points
0. Site V – 1 point
2. Proposed project cost as a percentage of maximum prevailing cost of project.
0. Less than 50% – 5 points
0. 51-60% – 4 points
0. 61-70% – 3 points
0. 71-80% – 2 points
0. 81-90% – 1 point
3. Management plan as percentage of total project cost.
0. 10% or less – 5 points
0. 11-20% – 3 points
0. 21% or greater – 1 point
4. Zoning of Project Area.
0. Timberland Production Zone – 5 points
0. Open Space General (20 acre minimum) – 3 points
0. Other – 1 point
5. Project area timberland substantially damaged by fire, insects, disease or other natural causes within 36 months. As per 14 CCR 895.1, “substantially damaged timberlands” means areas of timberland where wildfire, insects, disease, wind, flood, or other blight caused by an act of God occurs after January 1, 1976 and the damage reduced stocking below the requirements of PRC 4561 or other higher minimum stocking requirements that may be applicable under Articles 3 and 11 of Subchapter 4, Article 3 of Subchapter 5, and Articles 3 and 11 of Subchapter 6.
0. Yes – 5 points
0. No – 0 points
6. Percent of the cost that will be devoted to forest land conservation practices or fish and wildlife habitat improvement practices.
0. 10% or more – 5 points
0. 5-10% – 3 points
0. 1-5% –  1 point
7. The landowner owns less than 500 acres (202.350 ha) of forest land in California.
0. Yes – 5 points
0. No – 0 points
8. The landowner agrees to offer recreational opportunities for the public.
0. Yes – 1 point
0. No – 0 points
9. A small business will carry out the project. As per PRC 4793(q), a “small business entity” means a business enterprise, including a landowner, with five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) or less annual gross revenue.
0. Yes – 1 point
0. No – 0 points
10. The project involves follow-up work that is necessary to protect investments of a previous project.
0. Yes – 1 point
0. No – 0 points
11. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The project is located in a county of high unemployment. As per PRC 4793(a), “a county with high unemployment” means a county with an annual unemployment rate, as reported by the Employment Development Department, higher than the mean annual unemployment rate of “rate adjustment counties” as defined pursuant to the Timber Yield Tax Law (Part 18.5 (commencing with Section 38101) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code). “Rate adjustment county” means the following counties: Alpine, Del Norte, El Dorado, Glenn, Humboldt, Lassen, Mendocino, Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, and Yuba.  2018 annual unemployment rate for rate adjustment counties equals 5.25%.
0. Yes – 3 points
0. No – 0 points
12. The project offers relatively more employment opportunities. A project shall offer relatively more employment opportunities if the product of the number of man-hours per dollar of project cost and the proportion of the project devoted to wages and salaries is greater than the average of the same product for all projects being considered at the same time. Man-hours and reimbursements relative to RPF services shall be excluded from the calculation.
0. Yes – 1 point
0. No – 0 points
13. The project will be carried out by persons living in the county or in a county adjacent to the county where the project will take place.
0. Yes – 1 point
0. No – 0 points
14. The project is adjacent to or within an existing/planned community wildfire protection plan or project or within a CAL FIRE Unit forest management project and clearly demonstrates that it would provide co-benefits to the larger community or watershed beyond the project footprint. Applicants must provide evidence to support claiming this element.
0. Yes – 5 points
0. No – 0 points
15. [bookmark: _GoBack]The project is located in a severely disadvantaged community. The statute requires that at least 15 percent of the funds available pursuant to each chapter shall be allocated for projects serving severely disadvantaged communities. For locating projects, the ABCRS maps have been updated to include the SDAC layer. The mapping layers are the same used in the tool: Community FactFinder, which is a good resource for locating projects in disadvantaged and severely disadvantaged areas as defined by the bond.
0. Yes – 10 points
0. No – 0 points
16. The project is located in a county that has had historically lower CFIP project participation in the past calendar year. Evaluation of this scoring element will be made by the CFIP program coordinator and will be based on review of recent contract locations by county in order to achieve geographic balance with the moneys allocated to CFIP contracts. Projects will be scored based on the number of existing contracts in the county where the project is located.
0. Project county has 0-1 existing contracts – 8 points
0. Project county has 2-5 existing contracts – 4 points
0. Project county has over 6 existing contracts – 0 points
Advance Payments
For grants awarded for projects that serve a disadvantaged community, the administering entity may provide advanced payments in the amount of 25 percent of the grant award to the recipient to initiate the project in a timely manner. CAL Fire has adopted advance payment policies for use with CFIP projects, however the provisions contained in Prop 68 shall supersede any CAL FIRE policy on advance payments. Please see Appendix A for Advance Payment information.
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