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Understanding the CFIP Cap Rates
CFIP cap rates for the 2019-2020 fiscal year rates are listed on the following pages. Some general information is described below, but for more detailed instructions please refer to the CFIP User’s Guide or contact your local CAL FIRE Forestry Assistance Specialist (FAS).
Several CFIP practices have multiple allowable rates depending on site conditions. Rates requested must be justified in the Project Description portion of the application and approved by the project FAS. For guidance in determining the appropriate cap rate for your site, please refer to the CFIP User’s Guide description of that practice.

[bookmark: _Hlk517771729]The cap rates are separated by contractor labor (page 2) versus self-labor (page 3). Self-labor may be performed by the landowner, their family members, and/or direct employees, and must be explained and justified in the project description. The CFIP contract will specify either the contractor or self-labor cap for each proposed practice. Self-labor and contract labor may both be used on the same project, but not on the same practice. Changing the labor type for a practice must be discussed with the CAL FIRE FAS before it occurs, and may require amendment of the contract.
If the cost of a project practice exceeds the listed maximum cap rate, the landowner must pay the difference, regardless of the cost-share cap rate chosen. 

The maximum state cost-share, i.e. maximum reimbursement to the landowner, will be determined by your CAL FIRE Forestry Assistance Specialist (FAS) and will be either 90% or 75% of the cap rate.
The 90% cost share rate will apply to the following:
· All projects on substantially damaged timberland where wildfire, insects, disease, wind, flood, or other blight caused by an act of God occurs after January 1, 1976 and the damage reduced stocking below the requirements of the Forest Practice Act. Your Registered Professional Forester (RPF) can help you determine if your project qualifies as substantially damaged. RPF’s are licensed professionals who are familiar with all aspects of forest management, and have a working knowledge of applicable State and local regulations.
· Landowners owning 500 acres or less of forestland in California.


Contractor Labor Cap Rates
· Full Management Plan:
· $5,000 plus $3 per acre for the first 160 acres, and $2.50 for each additional acre up to 1,000 acres.
· The cap rate for plans larger than 1,000 acres will be negotiated with the CAL FIRE FAS
· Mini Management Plan, Existing Plan Revision, or additional Plan Addendum: $1,750 plus $1.40 per acre.
· RPF Supervision: $150 per acre for the first 20 acres, and $75 per acre for each additional acre.
· Site Preparation:
· Light: $350
· Moderate: $500
· Heavy: $800
· Trees & Planting:
· Light: $225
· Moderate: $350
· Heavy: $550
· Tree Shelters: $350
· Pre-commercial Thinning and/or Mechanical Release:
· Light: $350
· Moderate: $500
· Heavy: $800
· Note that disposal of slash generated by the Thinning and Mechanical Release practices must meet minimum Fire Hazard Reduction Standards per Forest Practice Act, and will not be considered a follow-up practice eligible for reimbursement.
· Pruning:
· $200 for 50 trees pruned per acre
· $350 for 100 trees pruned per acre
· $450 for 150 trees pruned per acre
· Note that disposal of slash generated by the Pruning must meet minimum Fire Hazard Reduction Standards per Forest Practice Act, and will not be considered a follow-up practice eligible for reimbursement.
· Release-Other:
· Light: $250
· Moderate: $400
· Heavy: $700
· Follow-up:
· Light: $400
· Moderate: $700
· Heavy: $1,000
· Land Conservation/Wildlife/Fisheries Projects
· Maximum allowable costs in this practice is variable and will depend on site condition, acreage, and the type of project. Costs will be evaluated based on rates used for the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).


Self Labor Cap Rates
· Full Management Plan: The Management Plan must be prepared by a RPF. RPFs developing a full plan or a Mini Plan on their own property will only be paid at the Mini Plan rate. RPFs developing full plans on their own property will be allowed to negotiate above the Mini Plan rate if negotiations are supported by cost estimates for paying employees who are working on plan development.
· Mini Management Plan, Existing Plan Revision, or additional Plan Addendum: $1,750 plus $1.40 per acre.
· RPF Supervision:
· $150 per acre for the first 20 acres, and $75 per acre for each additional acre.
· RPFs are not eligible for reimbursement for supervising work performed on their own property. However, if another RPF is hired to do the work of supervision then reimbursement for that cost (not to exceed actual cost or cap rate) may be allowable.  
· Site Preparation:
· Light: $298
· Moderate: $425
· Heavy: $680
· Trees & Planting:
· Light: $191
· Moderate: $298
· Heavy: $468
· Tree Shelters: $298
· Pre-commercial Thinning and/or Mechanical Release:
· Light: $298
· Moderate: $425
· Heavy: $680
· Note that disposal of slash generated by the Thinning and Mechanical Release practices must meet minimum Fire Hazard Reduction Standards per Forest Practice Act, and will not be considered a follow-up practice eligible for reimbursement.
· Pruning:
· $170 for 50 trees pruned per acre
· $298 for 100 trees pruned per acre
· $383 for 150 trees pruned per acre
· Note that disposal of slash generated by the Pruning must meet minimum Fire Hazard Reduction Standards per Forest Practice Act, and will not be considered a follow-up practice eligible for reimbursement.
· Release-Other:
· Light: $213
· Moderate: $340
· Heavy: $595
· Follow-up:
· Light: $340
· Moderate: $595
· Heavy: $850
· Land Conservation/Wildlife/Fisheries Projects
· Maximum allowable costs in this practice is variable and will depend on site condition, acreage, and the type of project. Costs will be evaluated based on rates used for the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).
